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A Look Ahead – and a Celebration to Come
 

2026 Dates for the Diary
All the dates and events are subject to change:

Fri 27th Mar	� Officers’ Club AGM / Reunion dinner 
at the Institute of Directors, Pall Mall, 
London

Tues 2nd June 	�Governors Day Review at Chelsea 
Hospital

July (TBC)	� Officers’ Club Summer – likely a curry 
lunch at the VSC, London 

Corps Weekend to celebrate 85 years on the formation 
of the ACC (22 March 1941):

Sat 4th July	� Association evening function at the 
Village Hotel, Farnborough

Sun 5th July	� Corps Sunday at The Royal Garrison 
Church Aldershot followed by curry 
lunch at the Village Hotel, Farnborough

Tues 4th Aug	  �ACC Officers’ Club versus Worship 
Company of Cooks golf match followed 
by Dinner at Norton Park Hotel, Sutton 
Scotney

Sat 3rd Oct	� ACC North Regional reunion – Grand 
Hotel, Blackpool (POC Mick Joyner)

Fri 23rd Oct	� Officers’ Club Ladies Dinner Night at the 
Harbour Hotel Southampton

Thurs 5th Nov	� Opening Ceremony of the Field 
of Remembrance at Westminster 
Abbey followed by open lunch at the 
Westminster Kingsway College (Training) 
Restaurant

Sun 8th Nov	� Cenotaph Parade (tickets limited to 
50 – via the Secretary) and lunch at the 
Victory Services Club

Sun8th Nov	� National Memorial Arboretum 
Remembrance Day Ceremony 

There are also the following Regional events –  
more info to follow:

Aug	� ACC/RLC veterans / Chef Kent Regional 
lunch at McCleods Restaurant, Kent 
(POC Andy Springett).

Oct	� ACC Scotland Veterans – TBC  
(OPOC Ray Lorimer)

Welcome to the Annual 
Edition of The Flaming 
Cauldron Magazine – yes, 
you read that correctly: 
annual. After many years of 
bringing you two editions a 
year, we’ve made the decision 
to move to a single, carefully 
curated annual issue. We 

believe this change allows us to pack even more 
quality content, stories, history, and updates into 
every page, reflecting the proud and professional 
standards we’ve always stood by.

As we prepare to turn the page to 2026, there’s 
a very special anniversary on the horizon that 
deserves our full attention. March 22, 2026, marks 
the 85th anniversary of the formation of the Army 
Catering Corps, a proud legacy that continues to 
bind us together through shared service, stories, 
and camaraderie.

To mark this milestone, the Association is plan-
ning a series of commemorative events throughout 
the year. The main celebration weekend will take 
place on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th of July 
2026, and we’re pulling out all the stops to make it 
a weekend to remember.

On Saturday evening, we’ll gather at the 
Village Hotel in Farnborough for an evening 
event full of memories, laughter, and fellowship. 
Then on Sunday morning, we’ll come together for 
a church service at the Royal Garrison Church in 
Aldershot, followed by what else but a curry lunch 
– back at the Village Hotel.

But that’s not all. The Association will be organ-
ising a number of other events throughout 2026, 
giving everyone more than one opportunity to 
mark this anniversary and reflect on the ACC’s rich 
heritage and ongoing spirit.

So, I urge you to keep a close eye on the 
Forecast of Events and watch out for emails from 
your Secretary. These will keep you informed 
about what’s happening, when, and how you can 
be involved.

Whether you’re a regular at our gatherings or 
haven’t attended in a while, I hope 2026 will be the 
year you reconnect. The spirit of the ACC is still 
very much alive, and the 85th anniversary is the 
perfect reason to celebrate it – together.

Here’s to our past, our people, and the proud 
traditions we carry forward.

See you in 2026.
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The ACC Association
85th Anniversary 
Commemorative Cap Badge
The year 2026 marks the 85th anniversary of the formation 
of our great Corps.

To celebrate this historic milestone, your Association 
is proud to present the 85th ACC Special Edition Cap 
Badge.

We are delighted to have secured a truly remarkable item  
– one that serves as a beautiful gift, a lasting heirloom, a 
sound investment, and a rare collector’s piece.

Working in close partnership with a specialist jeweller 
based in Jersey, we have created a full-sized, wearable cap 
badge crafted in solid sterling silver, presented in its own 
elegant display case.

Adding to its exclusivity, the London Assay Office has 
approved a unique one-off hallmark, a lasting testament 
to the badge’s quality, authenticity, and heritage. This 
hallmark will proudly include the inscription “ACC 85th” 
(on the reverse) – a feature that can never be repeated.

To preserve its rarity, this edition will be strictly limited 
to 85 pieces worldwide. Once these are produced, the 
mould will be destroyed, and the hallmark permanently 
retired.

Pre-orders are now open, and the badges will be available 
from February 2026.

ACC 85th Limited Edition Anniversary  
Commemorative Cap Badge

Numbered from 01-85
RRP £155 P&P £15

Solid Sterling Silver with 
Deep Laser UK Hallmarks

ACC 85th Anniversary

Available from February 2026
Pre-order your limited Edition NOW!

Master Jeweller
Certified Diamond Grader

Mobile: 07797 753338 Landline: 01534 724046
Email: Jersey@on-linejewellery.com

Bradley CDG (HRD)   

ACC Association President – 
Colonel Nicholas Barsby

I am honoured to be taking over as 
President of the Army Catering Corps 
Association. It is almost 50 years since I 
joined the Army Catering Corps and a little 
less since I joined the Association as a young 
apprentice soldier. Little did I know then 
that I would serve a full career in the Army. 

I enlisted because I wanted to be a chef and I believed the 
Sergeant, teaching me to fry an egg at the East of England 
Show, that the ACC was the “best chef training in the World”. 
Like many members, I have very fond memories of my early 
days in St Omer and my first experiences of the esprit de corps. 
Like many others I was saddened by the amalgamation of 
the Corps into the Royal Logistics Corps but also saw the 
opportunities being part of a larger corps presented and went 
on to finish my career as the Senior Military Adviser at the 
Defence Science and Technology Laboratory. On leaving the 
Army I was able to join social media and I was pleased to 
see that the esprit de corps continues to flourish up and down 
the UK and indeed across the World. The same spirit is also 
evident in The Cauldron and its brilliant to read about all 
the activities that have taken place over the summer. As your 
President I will uphold the finest legacy of the Army Catering 
Corps, now passed onto RLC chefs, the bonds of friendship 
made and not forgotten in the Esprit de Corps.

I would also like to pay tribute to our outgoing Chair 
Lieutenant Colonel Nigel Shepherd. Nigel has been our 
chair for the last 10 years. His loyalty and commitment has 
been outstanding and I take over, as president, a thriving 
Association thanks to Nigel’s drive and enthusiasm ably 
supported of course by our brilliant Secretary Major 
Eric Lewis.Nigel has been tireless in his support for the 
Association I am sure you will join me in thanking him for 
all he has done on your behalf. 

A Goodbye from Lieutenant 
Colonel Nigel Shepherd
Having served as your Chairman for exactly 
10 years it is a highly appropriate time to  
hand over to our new Chairman, Colonel 
Nick Barsby. On Thursday 6th November  
2025 I was honoured to meet the Queen at 
our plot in the Field of Remembrance and 
to follow it with every table in the Escoffier 
Room fully booked at the subsequent lunch at Westminster 
College. Many of you will be aware that we share a found-
ing father with Westminster, namely Sir Isidore Salmon. 
With 120 booked into the Victory Services Club following 
our contingent march past the Cenotaph this seems to be an 
appropriate time to ask Colonel Nick to lead us forward in the 
next chapter of the Association. Colonel Nick, combined with 
Eric Lewis, our excellent Corps Secretary will be a powerful 
tour-de-force. I wish them, and you, God speed.
Lieutenant Colonel Nigel Shepherd
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Andy Lee enjoying the drive

Taxi Charity trip to Worthing 2025
The Taxi Charity, formed in 1948, is run by 
volunteer London black taxi drivers and is wholly 
reliant on donations, grants and sponsorship to 
take heroes back to battlefields and social events 
in the UK. 

The Taxi Charity runs numerous activities 
throughout the year to support veterans and as a 
collective thank you, the charity organised a trip to 
Worthing to commemorate the 80th Anniversary 
of the end of World War II.

Some 60 veterans, including those from the 
1939-1945 conflict, were joined by veterans from campaigns in Korea, Burma, the Far East, Falklands 

and Afghanistan, in a gathering of greatness by the 
coast. Included in the Group were a number of 
In-Pensioners including our very own IP Andy Lee 
who is never shy to represent the RHC and have a 
knees up. Well done Andy you look very good in 
your scarlets. 

On arrival to Worthing, they were treated to 
fish and chips lunch before an afternoon of fun 
and laughter at the West Sussex resort’s famous 
Pavilion Theatre venue.

Vice President of the Taxi Charity Dick 
Goodwin said: “It has changed lives and given so 
many of these extraordinary men and women such 
wonderful experiences.

“The day was a great success, and I pay tribute 
not only to our veterans, but also the London 
taxi drivers who give up so much of their time to 
support them.”

What a great organisation – giving time and 
money to support our veterans. Well done the Taxi 
Charity. Andy looking comfortable

Andy Lee meeting 
veterans
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Airborne Chefs  
Association

Annual D-Day march
By Chip Walker

My hardy congratulations to all those 
of the Airborne Chefs Association 
who completed the fifth annual D-Day 
march from Lulworth to Weymouth on 
Friday the 14th of March, completing a 
total of around 13 miles and including 
many hills with four of them being 
absolute gits!

The march historically follows the 
route taken by thousands of allied troops 
camped along the Jurassic coast as they 

made their way to the embarkation points 
in Weymouth and Portland in Dorset.

This year thirteen intrepid souls 
ventured out to the cliffs and moors 
to tackle this challenging route. Most 
gathered in Weymouth to embus onto 
the transport (grateful thanks to the 
ACC Association for the grant towards 
payment) before arriving at Lulworth 
Bay ready for the first long climb of 
around 485 feet.

Three more very steep climbs quickly 
followed and very soon, fit and unfit 
alike were blowing bubbles from their 
tired lungs and aching hearts.

First stop was the Trinity Obelisk atop 
a hill and a short opportunity to shelter 
from the cold wind. Then off again for 
the next part, fortunately largely downhill 
to Ringstead Bay. No time to take in the 
beach or the café, just had to keep going 
till the next stop at Osmington Bay 
where we were welcomed by the staff of 
the Smugglers Inn.

Lunch was had but it didn’t take 
long before we were off again.

Just under four miles later, we 
paraded at the Weymouth Cenotaph on 
the sea front and laid a wreath dedicated 
to our fallen brothers and sisters who 
went before.

We were blessed with great weather, 
which made a huge  change from that 
experienced last year. Great effort by all 
and great company too. Cash was also 
raised for the Weymouth Veteran’s Hub.

Left to right: Guy Thewlis, Jim Chalmers, Tommy Onions, Iain Rodgers, Mark Hughes, Keith Foster, Kevin Capon, Chip Walker, Pete Marshall, Mick Ames, Mick? And Roger 
Sherburn-Hall
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A Memorable Ladies’ Dinner  
Night at the Harbour Hotel
On Friday 24th October 2025, we 
gathered for what turned out to be a 
truly wonderful evening – our Officers’ 
Club Ladies Dinner Night, held 
at the stunning Harbour Hotel in 
Southampton.

What made the evening even more 
special was that we were in excellent 
hands: the hotel’s team looked after 
us superbly, and it was clear from the 
moment we arrived that every detail 
had been thoughtfully arranged. 
Unfortunately Mr Paul Bayliss (one of 
our own) the General Manager left a 
few weeks earlier so we did not have the 
opportunity to thank him personally in 
assisting in the dinner arrangements.

The venue itself was fantas-
tic. Set right on the waterfront, the 
Harbour Hotel is a gem in the heart of 
Southampton. Our function room, with 

its elegant setting and private balcony, 
offered breathtaking views over the 
marina. Watching the lights reflect on 
the water as the evening went on only 
added to the atmosphere.

The food was absolutely superb – 
beautifully presented and full of flavour. 
Each course was a treat, and there was no 
doubt the kitchen team had gone above 
and beyond to impress. Compliments to 
the chef and all involved!

And just when we thought the 
evening couldn’t get any better, the 
tables were cleared, the music started, 
and we danced the night away. It was 
such a joy to see everyone on the dance 
floor, enjoying themselves and rounding 
off the evening in style.

It was a lovely night of great com-
pany, excellent food, and a stunning 
location – and one we’ll all remember 
for a long time. Many thanks again to 
the Harbour Hotel and their staff for 
hosting us so graciously. We couldn’t 
have asked for a better evening.

For those that did not attend – you 
missed a fantastic evening, and I am sure 
you would have enjoyed the location, 
festivities and of course the company. 
Please endeavour to join us next year.

Chaiman`s Table

Table 3

Table 5Table 4

Dancing the night away

Table 6

President`s Table

All gathered with champagne in hand
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Field of Remembrance Thursday 6 November 2025
On Thursday 6 November 2025, we were honoured 
to attend the annual Field of Remembrance 
service at Westminster Abbey, an event held 
in solemn tribute to the fallen of the Armed 
Forces. Hosted by the Royal British Legion and 
The Poppy Factory, the Field of Remembrance 
remains one of the most poignant moments of 
the national remembrance calendar. Organised by 
The Poppy Factory since 1928, and supported by the 
ACC Association, the Field continues to provide 
a place for reflection and remembrance. This year, 
in addition to the ACC Plot (Plot Number 139), 
there were just short of 300 plots in total.

Her Majesty Queen Camilla attended the 
ceremony as Guest of Honour, bringing a deep 
sense of dignity and reverence to the occasion. 
She laid a tribute and joined veterans, families, 
and serving personnel in quiet reflection among 
the sea of poppy crosses. The ceremony offered an 
opportunity to pause and remember  – not only the 
sacrifice of those who served in conflicts past but 
also those who continue to serve today. The Field, 
marked by thousands of personal tributes, was a 
powerful visual reminder of the scale and depth of 
that sacrifice.

Attendance at the event is generally limited to 
four members per association, with applications 
made directly through the Corps Secretary. This 
year, the ACC was represented by Lt Col Nigel 
Shepherd (outgoing Chairman) and Denise 
Walker. Most, if not all, military and emergency 
service associations were represented, reinforcing 
the Field of Remembrance as a national occasion 
of collective tribute.

Following the service, attendees retired to 
Westminster Kingsway College, where we joined 

a hearty contingent of fellow ACC members for 
an excellent lunch, all prepared and served by 
the college’s talented hospitality students. Their 
professionalism, attention to detail, and warm 
service provided a fitting close to a day of reflection 
and commemoration.

We left the day with a renewed sense of gratitude 
and a strengthened commitment to honouring the 
memory of those who gave so much. The Field of 
Remembrance remains a fitting tribute to all ACC 
veterans, and members are strongly encouraged to 
apply through the Corps Secretary to attend next 
year’s ceremony and or lunch, especially as we look 
forward to celebrating our 85th anniversary in 2026.

Her Majesty the Queen 
meeting ACC Association

Lunch

Awaiting first course

ACC Contingent
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ACC Golfing Society Report 2025
The Society has had a great season with record 
numbers attending different venues around the 
country. In line with new policy agreed by the 
members, the four Major competitions have been 
combined into two, thus reducing time, travel and 
expense. As ever we are grateful for the support of 
the RLC Association Trust and Charity. 

The Society Tour 25 was a great success, held 
at the Wensum Valley Golf Hotel. You can read all 
about it on the following pages.

Spring Meeting and Corps Championship 
held at Greetham Valley Golf Resort, 
Rutland
This combined event was a great success with the 
Spring Meeting being played on the Valley Course 
on day 1. The winner of the Claret Jug was Gary 
Benson with Stuart Bryce runner-up and Tony Fryer 
in third place. The next day we played the Lakes 
course with Division 1 players combining their 
round scores with the previous day to provide the 
36-hole Individual results. Winner of the Scratch 
competition with a combined score of 158 was Gary 
Benson with Stuart Bryce winning the Nett and 
Graham Smith the Stableford competition.

President’s Day held at Bedford & County GC
This was Allan Cochrane’s home course and proved 
to be an excellent venue with him winning the 
individual Stableford President’s Cup. The Sidney 
Platel’s Light Horse trophy was won by Marcus 
Appleton, David Fox, Darren Garwood and  
Peter Purcell.

Captain’s Day held at The Wychwood GC, 
Oxfordshire
This event was an outstanding success and our 
2025 Captain, Steve Wheeldon pulled out all the 
stops for his charity Julia’s House. Steve raised over 
£3000 from members of the Society and other 
contacts, a truly magnificent effort. His prize table 
groaned with donated gifts including hampers from 
Harrods, framed paintings and much more. He 
also received great support from the Hillside GS 
who made the numbers up to 35, a record in recent 

years. Winner of the Division 1 Stableford was Eric 
Lewis, 2nd Gary East and 3rd George Meredith. 
Division 2 prize winners were Muz Hashem, Tony 
Monk and Peter Purcell.

Steve selected Geoff Acott to receive the 2025 
Captain’s Cup for contribution to the Society and 
finally, presented the Captain’s Jacket to Marcus 
Appleton, the 2026 Society Captain.

Match Results were as follows:
l	ACC Officers Club v Worshipful Company of 

Cooks of London – Duff Cup regained after  
2 years

l	REME GS played at Lutterworth GC – won 
7-1 in singles & 5-3 in the team event

l	RAPC GS played at Lutterworth GC – won 
4.5 to 3.5

l	RAF Caterers GS at Sleaford GC – won
Overall a great season for the match players, 

a dedicated few who represent Society whenever 
they can. Thanks to Match Secretary Tony Fryer 
who continued to perform miracles despite a very 
trying year for him personally.

The Society Programme of events is almost 
complete for 2026 and is attached. Updates will be 
sent to members as and when they are complete.

Allan Cochrane (2nd right) 
retains the President’s 
Cup and the team winners

Winners of the Brake 
Brothers Trophy, Bert 

Good, Muz Hashem and 
Guest Phil Brown

Steve Wheeldon presents 
the Captains Jacket to 

Marcus Appleton
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ACC Golfing Society 2026 Programme
Captain Marcus Appleton – Vice-Captain Peter Purcell
CONTACT DETAILS
Membership:	 Geoff Acott	 Email: geoff.acott@gmail.com	 Tour Enquiries:	 Geoff Acott	 Email: geoff.acott@gmail.com

Majors Enquiries:	 Tony Monk	 Tel: 07938 731062	 Match Enquiries:	 Tony Fryer	 Tel: 07881 652139 
		  Email: tonymonk100@gmail.com				   Email: tonyfryer59@gmail.com

TBC 
ACC v REME
Lutterworth Golf Club, Leics

Contact: Tony Fryer

0800 – coffee & bacon roll

Sandwiches & chips for lunch 

1700 – 1 course meal, Smart casual 

0904 – 18 holes singles

1400 – 10 holes 4 bbb 

Team of 8   

Wed/Thurs 29/30 April

ACC Golf Society Spring Mtg & Corps 
Championships
Belton Woods GC

Contact: Tony Monk

Wed 29th – 1045 -briefing, coffee & bacon roll; 
complete day 1 cards 

1930 – Bar & Grill, Evening 3-course meal, dress
Jacket & Society tie. Prizes (Spring Meeting)

Thu 30th May – 0730 breakfast & complete day 
2 cards 
1430 – Claret Jug Bar, Lunch – sandwich & chips
Prizes (Corps Champs) & depart

1156 – 1st tee Lakes Course

0924 – 1st tee Woodside Course

17-22 May
Society Tour
The Vale Resort, Hensol Road,  
Pontyclun, CF728JX
Contact: Geoff Acott

Sun 17th – Arrival & dinner

Mon 18th – 1st round 54-hole Stab

Tue 19th – 2nd round 

Wed 20th – 3rd round

Thu 21st – Team pairs, dinner & prize-giving, 
jacket & Society tie

Fri 22nd – breakfast & depart

1220 – The Vale Lake course

1000 – The Vale Welsh National

1230 – The Vale Lake course

1000 – The Vale Welsh National

Wed 24 June
ACC V PWRR
(TBC)

Contact: Tony Fryer

1100 – Coffee & bacon roll,

Sandwich & chips tea

1200 - 18 holes singles

Team of 8

Wed 17 June
ACC v RAPC
Lutterworth Golf Club, Leics
Rugby Road, LE17 4HN

Contact: Tony Fryer

0830 – Coffee & bacon roll

1330 – light lunch

1700 – One course meal

0904 – 18 holes 4-bbb

1400 – 9-hole Greensomes

Team of 8

TBC

ACC v RCT

Tuesday 4 Aug
Officers’ Club v WCC
Tidworth Garrison Golf Club

Contact: Eric Lewis, secretary@accassociation.org

0900 – Coffee & bacon roll

Sandwich & chips lunch

Dinner venue – Norton Park Hotel

1000 – 14-hole 4 bbb

1400 – 14-hole singles in 4-balls

Wed 29 July (TBC) 
ACC v RAF 
Sleaford Golf Club 

“Bones of Contention”

Contact: Tony Fryer

0800 – Coffee & bacon roll

Sandwich & chips for lunch

Evening 2-course fork buffet

Jacket & Society tie for dinner

0900 – 18-hole 4-bbb

1404 – 18-hole singles in 4-balls

Teams of 8   

Wed/Thurs 16-17 Sept
ACCGS Pres/Capt Day
Greetham Valley GC Rutland, LE15 7SN

Contact Tony Monk

Wed 16th – 1045 -briefing, coffee & bacon roll; 
complete day 1 cards.
Evening 3-course meal, dress
Jacket & Society tie. Prizes (Pres Day)

Thu 17th – 0730 breakfast & complete day 2 
cards and clear rooms before play.
1630 – 1-course meal
Prizes (Capt Day) & depart

1202 1st 18-hole Individual Stableford  
(Pres Cup) on the Valley Course and concurrent 
Team Stableford

0850 – 2nd 18-hole Individual Stableford for 
(Capt Prize) on the Lakes course and concurrent 
team event
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ACC Golfing Society Tour 25 By Geoff Acott
Once more the usual motley crew of 
ex-Corps golfers met up for five days of 
golf and comradeship at the Wensum 
Valley Golf Hotel, near Norwich. There 
were 24 Society members joined by 2 
guests, Steinar Svino and Tyrone Power.

After an incredibly dry spring the 
fairways on both courses at this venue 
had suffered and, whilst a good shot 
may have led to great distances due to 
ball roll on, equally some of the bounces 
on the fairway were an absolute lottery. 
The Valley Course proved to be the 
most popular with our group whilst 
the Wensum Course, with all its water 
hazards and sometimes tight approaches, 
proved more of a challenge. Our 
Captain, Steve Wheeldon, managed to 
dispose of four balls in one hole – all in 
different water hazards.

On the Tuesday we were hosted by 
ex-Corps man Dave Freeman at his 
Middleton Hall Golf Club near Kings 
Lynn. Dave, after leaving the Corps, 

worked on the F1 circuit for many years. 
He then purchased Middleton Hall GC 
and his F1 heritage is reflected in that 
each hole is named after a successful 
F1 driver. It was a delightful course 
and Dave also treated us to a short 
informative and highly amusing briefing 
on his days with F1.

The hotel was, as a venue, quite 
comfortable and the kitchen and 
restaurant staff looked after us very well. 

As usual, on Tour, biting sarcasm and 
evil wit were the order of the day but all 
that just builds the group dynamic. 

On the Thursday night we were able 
to present prizes for first, second and 
third places on each of the 3 rounds 
of the 54-hole Stableford competition 
as well as the winners and runners-up 
of the Captain’s Pairs competition. 
The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Tour Champion’s 
Trophy. This year’s winner was Gary East, 
with Mark Henderson as the runner-up 
and Stuart Bryce in third place. The full 
result sheet is opposite.

After some scheduling difficulties 
the decision has been made that the 
Tour 26 will take place 17-21 May 2026 
at The Vale Resort, near Cardiff. We are 
only able to accommodate 24 golfers at 
this quality venue and places are filling 
fast so book your spot, by bacs transfer, 
with a £35 un-refundable deposit to:
ACC Golfing Society
Sort Code: 60-01-08
Account No: 50171623
Using your surname and T26 as the 
reference. 

Steve Wheeldon, Society Captain presenting the Tour 
Trophy to the 25 Champion Gary East

Suited and Booted at Wensum Valley

Day 1 at Wensum Valley and ready to go

Another glorious day at Middleton Hall Golf Club. Next to the Captain is David Freeman our host for the day
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ACC Golfing Society Tour 25 Results 

NAME 1st-54 2nd-54 3rd-54 Total

Geoff Acott 15 16 21 52

Marcus Appleton 26 27 29 82

Gary Benson 29 27 30 86

Stuart Bryce 25 35 35 95

Mark Byrne 26 27 34 87

Paul Critchley 23 28 28 79

George Cumming 10 31 25 66

Gary East 33 32 32 97

David Fox 24 20 26 70

Tony Fryer 27 30 33 90

Mark Henderson 36 33 27 96

Paul Hollely 32 23 30 85

Eric Lewis 27 29 27 83

Andy Main 25 32 0 57

George Meredith 17 24 29 70

Allan Mills 27 27 33 87

Tyrone Power 30 24 32 86

Peter Purcell 29 26 32 87

Terry Reddings 24 32 26 82

Peter Sharman 26 24 27 77

Steinar Svino 23 27 33 83

Frank Travers 34 28 32 94

Darren Vincent 26 35 30 91

Steve Wheeldon 28 30 32 90

Day 1

Winner Mark Henderson (36 points)

Runner-Up Frank Travers (34 points)

Third Gary East (33 points)

Day 2

Winner Stuart Bryce (35 points) OCB

Runner-Up Darren Vincent (35 points)

Third Mark Henderson (33 points)

Winner Stuart Bryce (35 points)

Runner-Up Mark Byrne (34 points)

Third Tony Fryer (33 points) OCB

Day 4 Pairs Competition

Pairs Winner George Cumming (45 points)
Steinar Svino

Pairs Runner Up Allan Mills (43 points)
Darren Vincent

Nearest the Pin Eric Lewis
Andy Main

Tour Rabbit

Winner Geoff Acott (52 points)

Tour Champion

Winner Gary East (97 points)

Runner-Up Mark Henderson (96 points)

Third Stuart Bryce (95 points)

 

Army Catering Corps Golf Society 
vs Worshipful Company of Cooks – 
A Victory at Tidworth
The Army Catering Corps Golf Society teed up for 
a friendly but fiercely contested two-round match 
against the Worshipful Company of Cooks at the scenic 
Tidworth Garrison Golf Club, followed by a well-earned 
dinner and laughs at Norton Park Hotel.

The event brought together camaraderie, competition, 
and more than a few questionable swings  – but in the 
end, it was the Army Catering Corps who emerged 
victorious. Over the course of two competitive rounds, 
our team pulled ahead with consistent play, sharp focus, 
and just the right amount of healthy banter.

A standout performance came from Nigel Savage, 
who racked up a remarkable 38 points  – despite only 
playing 14 holes! A true “leave them wanting more” 
performance if there ever was one. Nigel’s round was the 
talk of the 19th hole and certainly gave the team a boost 
in morale (and scorecards).

The Worshipful Company of Cooks were gracious 
opponents, bringing charm, wit, and plenty of good 
humour to the fairways. The post-match dinner at Norton 
Park Hotel rounded off the event in style  – excellent food, 
good wine, and plenty of stories shared across the table.

All in all, a brilliant outing for the Corps Golf Society, 
with victory secured and spirits high. We look forward to 
the next meeting with our friends from the Worshipful 
Company  – though they’ll no doubt be hungry for revenge.

ACCGS Captain for the day David Fox retains the winners  
“Bone of Contention” for 2025

At the end of a long and successful day at Tidworth GC, we are all 
friends again
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Remembrance Sunday Cenotaph Parade
9th November 2025
The National Service of Remembrance, held at The Cenotaph in Whitehall each 
year on Remembrance Sunday, gives us the opportunity to honour and remember 
all those who have served and sacrificed for our country. The ACC Association, 
alongside other cap badges and around 10,000 veterans, proudly took part in this 
year’s march-past.

The Association received over 160 
applications to march. Unfortunately, the 
Royal British Legion allocated only 60 
tickets to the ACC – insufficient to meet 
the strong demand. As a result, many 
members were disappointed. However, 
a few enterprising members managed 
to secure tickets directly through the 
RBL, while others found creative ways 
to join the parade on Horse Guards. In 

the end, the ACC contingent numbered 
more than 70 marchers, a great turn out 
but it is hoped that we can do bigger 
and better for 2026 as the association 
celebrates its 85 year, 

While the day’s primary purpose 
is one of remembrance, it also serves 
as a wonderful opportunity for our 
veterans to reconnect, share stories, and 
reflect on times gone by. It was truly 
heartening to see so many familiar faces 
gathered together once again, united 
in friendship and shared experience. 
The sense of camaraderie and mutual 
respect was evident throughout the 
event, creating a warm and uplifting 
atmosphere. As you’ll see from the 
accompanying photos, everyone looked 
exceptionally smart and turned out 
impeccably, a fitting tribute to the spirit 
and pride that continues to define our 
veteran community.

When it came to the marching, the 
Association acquitted itself superbly. 
Many had clearly been practising their 
drill, determined not to let down the 
Corps or our long-serving Drill Master, 
Harry Lomas, who has now led the ACC 
contingent for an incredible 30 years. Our 

sincere thanks and congratulations go to 
Harry for his dedication and leadership. 
He will be stepping down after the 2025 
parade, and the Association will be 
seeking a volunteer to take up the mantle 
– any takers?

Following the parade, lunch was 
held as in previous years at the Victory 
Services Club, where we were warmly 
hosted by Paul Mattocks (Ex-ACC, 
Head Chef at the VSC). Paul and his 
team served an excellent curry lunch 
followed by a delicious dessert. The 
hospitality was outstanding, and with 
120 members seated for lunch, everyone Mac Macrury MBE - Right hand marker

John Branford at Croston Remembrance Service

NMA – Paul Hollely

Fine gaggle of men
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Forward by the Officers’ Club Chairman
Major (Retd) Mark Harris

The ACC Association 
is a fraternal organisa-
tion with the primary 
aim of encouraging and 
fostering comradeship 
between all past and 

present army chefs. Membership of the 
Association is open to all former mem-
bers of the Army Catering Corps and 
all former or serving food service per-
sonnel of the WRAC, CVHQ ACC, 
TA, Reserve Forces and The Royal 
Logistic Corps.

I am extremely proud and take 
enormous pleasure in being appointed 
as your Association Chairman, taking 
over from Lieutenant Colonel Nigel 
Shepherd. 

Colonel Nigel has led our Association 
for several years, ensuring we remain at 
the forefront of wider Corps meetings 
and structural decisions are made for the 
good and benefit of our members and the 
future of our elite organisation. He is an 

extremely prominent and staunch mem-
ber of the ACC Association and along 
with the Executive Council ensured we 
have gone from strength to strength. On 
behalf of you all I would like to thank 
him for his outstanding commitment 
and wish him well.

For those who are not aware, you  
can now download the RLC App for 
free and register. It’s an excellent plat-
form which also includes the Army 
Catering Corps Association website 
along with the other forming Corps. 
This platform also gives you the oppor-
tunity to contact friends and colleagues 
who you may have been searching for 
over many years.

You will need the one-time access 
code SUSTAIN

Mobile Download
Please download the ‘RLC App’ from 
the app stores on your mobile device and 
‘Register’ using the code above:

iPhone/Apple: https://lnkd.in/eJJ8_cdn
Android: https://lnkd.in/eQuVma23
Step-by-step guide: https://lnkd.in/
ecSMib-Q
For technical support at any stage email 
help@militaryapp.org

Next year will be the 85th Anniversary 
of the Army Catering Corps and plan-
ning is already underway to ensure we can 
all celebrate in style. Please look out for the 
calling notice coming out soon.

The Army Catering Corps Association 
currently has over 2,960 members world-
wide, with 170 members in overseas 
locations. I won’t get to see you all, but 
my aim is to attend as many gatherings as 
possible and to ensure I continue with the 
legacy handed over to me. I can be con-
tacted via the Association Secretary and 
look forward to hearing what Branches 
are doing to continue the comradeship 
amongst likeminded people.

agreed that the food and service were 
exceptional.

It was wonderful to see such lively 
conversation and connection among 
our association members throughout 
the gathering. The photos truly 
capture the warmth and joy that filled 
the room  – smiles, laughter, and the 
easy camaraderie that comes from 
long-standing friendships and shared 
experiences. Events like this remind 
us how valuable these occasions are, 
offering the chance to reacquaint 
with old friends, reminisce about past 
times, and forge new connections for 
the future. Whether sharing stories 
or simply enjoying a glass or two 

together, the spirit of our community 
continues to shine brightly through 
every gathering.

Looking Ahead to 2026
For those who have not yet taken 
part – or who would like to march 
again in 2026 – I will be sending out an 
email in April 2026 to seek volunteers. 
Successful applicants will be notified in 
early July.

If you wish to take part, please keep an 
eye on your emails, the ACC Facebook 
page, and the RLC application portal, 
which will serve as reminders.

Assistant Drill Sgt Susan Vuli getting her headress ready

Ready to Form Up Harry Lomas - see no evil
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Every mid May since lockdown ended, 
a group of ACC veterans meet for a 
reunion.

Lockdown boredom had set one of 
their number on a mission to find as many 
of the thirty six who passed out together 
in April 1970 as Byford Platoon, some 
of that rare breed who had joined Junior 
Tradesmen Regiment ACC and left the 
Army Apprentice College. 

Utilising Facebook, Ancestry, 123.
com, LinkedIn and dogged determina-
tion, twenty living (of whom, three have 
since sadly passed) were located and 
contacted. Six deceased were also iden-
tified through relatives or public records.

A Facebook Messenger Group was 
formed and exchanges of banter ensued. 
Memories that had dimmed in some 
were refreshed by others and meeting 
IRL (in real life to non text speakers) 
became a regular subject of discussion.

Reunions
In May 2022 we met in Birmingham 
with an attendance of eleven, Dave 
Brown, Dennis Bessent, Dick Hurley, 
Dave Tattam, Roger Holloway, Leighton 
Anderson, Paul Hammett, Stuart 
Tointon, Mick “Pooh” Brearton, Bob Aris 

K,L,M, & N Squads 4th annual reunion
Fifty eight years on, growing older but still growing

and Gordon “Mac” McKenny, plus Paul 
Brown, the “younger” brother of Dave 
(and ex S,T&U Squads) We were joined 
for lunch by Rod Burton (ex S,T&U) 
on one day as he and Taff Anderson 
were lecturers together at Birmingham 
College of Food.

In 2023 the venue was Bristol with 
an enlarged attendance of thirteen. In 
the intervening twelve months, we had 

found three more members in Dave 
Weyman, Graham Camp and Gordon 
Aggas. S,T&U swelled their numbers 
in the form of Chris Stone and Nick 
Larner.

2024 saw us in Blackpool (B is 
becoming a bit of a theme by now) The 
pattern of a three day hotel stay was now 
firmly established and a great time was 
had by all.
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2025 took place in Redruth. We 
thought it was close enough to Bodmin 
to count as a B! 

Plus the hotel was owned by the 
sons of Tony Bilsland (he is unable to 
remember his squads but we believe 
Cassino Platoon 1968- 69). Tony joined 
us in our group dinner and St Ives pub 
crawl. Another Cassino veteran, Geoff 
Moyle, also popped in to see us. 

The absent friends toast at dinner took 
a poetic form and it’s included below.
Some say that it’s a blessing, 
Some say that it’s a curse 
That I can often have my say 
Couched in doggerel verse.

In 1967, a group of lads they met 
In Aldershot in Hants 
Their fates were not decided yet 
Being just out of short pants.

The Army loves an acronym 
And so it was with them 
At JTR ACC their name 
Was KLM &N.

Not satisfied with that though 
That they’re correctly titled 
The Army piled on more so 
We were also known as Byford.

Two years we were together 
Learned trade, more school and soldiering 
I often wonder whether or not 
I got the hang of anything.

Then as the 70s commenced 
We went to the world of men 
Not to see for all intents 
Each other ever again.

Some served for over 20 years 
(While I did less than four) 
As east of Suez disappeared 
In UK, Cyprus and BAOR.

The Army had its plans for us 
At least WO, the Army feeded 
It wanted twenty two years of us 
And many made the grade they needed

Some didn’t stay the course though 
And left for civvy street 
Becoming cops and firemen who 
Thought never more to meet.

But then when lockdown struck us 
A thought then caused a stir 
And Tatts set out to find us 
So now chaps, here we are.

Some of us are present here, 
Some absent, some have passed 
But we should keep on meeting 
Right to the very last.

So charge your glasses gentlemen 
And raise to toast your friends 
Here’s to KLM and N 
Comradeship never ends

Next year we are already booked up for 
Portsmouth (Bognor’s not far) to be 

close enough for Ken Brooksbank to 
attend from Hayling Island. We still 
have a few to find, so if anyone knows 
the whereabouts of Jim Burt, Gordon 
Burgess, Malcolm Poots, James ( Jock) 
Henry, Dave Gaff, Colin Adshead, 
Cliff (Taff ) Wall, Eddie Barlow, Dick 
Greenough, Tom Jenkinson, Dick James 
and Mick “Errol” Flynn, we would love 
to have them with us next year or at least 
for our sixtieth in 2027.

23rd Intake JTR – January 1965 to August 1966
A get together 
60 years from the first time they came together 4 members of the 23rd intake JTR 
ACC. met up to celebrate 60 years of friendship. 

The hair might have changed colour 
or disappeared, that did not matter as 
within minutes we were back in the six-
ties recalling that first coming together 
in the WRVS room and how we arrived 
and at Clayton Barracks. The names 
and memories of the whole company 
came flooding back, the first night 
together being split into two platoons 
Montgomery and Alexander shepherded 
to the block with vivid memories of the 
rooms we were in and where we slept, 
who we slept next to and the none stop 
chatter till lights outs about our home 
towns and families, then the following 
morning, marched down to breakfast, 
with 100s of other boy soldiers looking 
at the new arrivals, onto the barbers and 

QMs kitted out dressed in denim our 
adventure had begun.

We chatted and chatted about our 
careers what we had done in the last 60 

years where we had been the places we 
seen and the members passing informa-
tion on about those we lost on the way. 
Each of us had different memories of 
the good times shared as Boy Soldier’s 
in the ACC and how our career paths 
took us in different directions and yet 
brought us back together.

Tom Burns, Gordon Sinnott, and 
Kennedy Sturgeon it was a great pleas-
ure to meet up and reminisce. Let’s do 
again in 2026 this time to celebrate 
60 years from passing out. Hopefully 
Dennis Cox and Dave Ashburner will 
be able to join us and anybody else who 
was in the 23rd Intake. 

Tom Martin Cliffe
Retired WO1 ACC
m.cliffe48@btinternet.com
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Maj ‘Blue’ Amos Dinner 2025
By Brian Kay
Lt Col (Rtd) Brian C. Kay AACC
Honorary Colonel Commandant AACC, 1995-2003
Director of Catering-Army, 1983-1986
D Catr/CO Army School of Catering, Puckapunyal, 1990
OC/CI Army School of Catering, 1974-1978
Catering Officer, ACC, 1965-1971
British ARMY COOK, 1957-1965

As the second most “Senior” AACC member of the “Old 
& Bold”, see my signature block above!, (behind Maj Wes 
Hatcher!) it gives me great pleasure to recount my heartfelt joyful 
experience of attending and celebrating the Corps Birthday/
Blue Amos Dinner on the 15th March 2025 in Canberra.

I sincerely congratulate Colonel Bob McKenzie and his 
organisation committee for an excellent week-end of first class 
functions. It is obvious that this get-together is appreciated by 
the serving and ex-srvice AACC menbers who have travelled, 
with partners, from all over Australia at considerable personal 
expense and travel times. This week-end I met up with 

comrades I had not seen in person for over 30 years! How 
the years have flown by, and the memories are not dimmed,; 
though the ‘war’ stories have expanded in line with our waists 
and stooped shoulders!

Points of special import at the Blue Amos Dinner, I must 
recount:-
l	The introduction of our first female Corps RSM; WO 1 

Belinda Tottle, CSM. CONGRATULATIONS Belinda 
from the “Old & Bold” of the Corps who can well 
remember the not-so-good old days when we had NO 
AACC female Officers and only ONE female Warrant 
Officer ( Jan Bernhart if my memory is sufficient). Belinda, 
you are leading the way forward for the AACC and an 
inspiration for our junior female Corps members.

l	We honoured the memory of L/Cpl Jones KIA, 
Afghanistan, 2011, in the presence of his parents who 
have become part to our AACC family and often attend 
our Corps celebrations. Who will ever forget the Padre’s 
eulogy for L/Cpl Jones at Enogerra Barracks at the 75th 
Corps Anniversary. “Lest We Forget”

l	Most memorable was the presentation by the serving and 
ex-serving WO 1’s of the Corps of a Signed Corps Flag to 
Colonel Bob McKenzie, ex-Colonel Commandant AACC, 
in recognition of his dedication to the Corps over the last 
50 years and the support and mentoring he continues to 
give to us all today. I know this personally as an RSL Sub 
Branch President in Brisbane when Bob provided support 
to ex-AACC members in dealing with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs with their compensation claims. On 
one occassion an AACC veteran’s widow had her pension 
granted by the time we held his funeral. This after initial 
rejection of the claim!

Once again, thanks to all who provided support, participated 
in and enjoyed our celebration of the 82nd AACC Corps 
Birthday and the ‘Blue’ Amos Dinner

WE SUSTAINJan and Brian Kay at Blue Amos Dinner

ANZAC Day 2025 Celebrated 
in Australia  
S/Sgt James C. Kay ACC
Brain Kay (Australian ACC) and daughter Alison at the Anzac Day 
Dawn Service, Caboolture, Queensland 25th April 2025. Alison is 
wearing my father’s medals which record and honour his active service:-

WW2, France & Germany, inc:
*Dunkirk, 1940
*Normandy Landings, 1944
Korean War, 1951-52
Malaya Emergency 1953
Cyprus, 1958 Brain Kay with daughter Alison, who is wearing 

her grandfather’s medals with pride

From our Friends Down Under
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RSTU Reunion Dinner – Saturday 28th June 2025
By Gary Hughes
This year’s annual Reunion Dinner for RSTU Squad (43rd 
Intake) was once again held at the Corinium Hotel in 
Cirencester. It was a lovely evening when we met in the beer 
garden for pre dinner drinks at 19:00. 

Twenty-one of us sat down, including the ladies, at 19:30 
for an excellent 3 course meal and coffee and mints. Red 
and white wine was served throughout the meal and we had 
a couple of bottles of port when we did our thank you to 
the staff, a presentation and toasting HM the King and our 
absent friends. 

When we entered St Omer in September 1971 there were 
48 of us. To date, we know of 10 who have sadly passed away,  
5 of which from cancer. On the night we held a raffle for a bit 
of fun and to raise some funds for Cancer Research. The raffle 
went down particularly well with the 3 same lads winning nearly 
all the prizes. Thankfully some were returned to be redrawn. 

After dinner we retired to the beer garden to cool down and 
to quaff a few more refreshments before turning in for the night. 
After a filling breakfast on the Sunday we said our goodbyes and 
all look forward to next year’s encounter wherever it may be. 
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Two old men on tour living life on our 
mopeds (Operation Moped and here we go again) May 28th to June 4th 2025
By Nick Storer
Well after last year’s brainwave and cunning plan we on our trusted mopeds com-
pleted a reminisce ride that proved to be a huge success. 

With that success it was decided by 
the ladies that this year we were let’s 
say encouraged to get the mopeds out 
and ride again to pastures new…. Ok 
we were told we were going again… 
ok the actual words used by them two 
contained some Tourette’s and those 
naughty words that ain’t allowed in the 
Corps comic but sure you get the gist 
that roughly translated meant that we 
were going somewhere again, and we 
are to get it booked! What, is this year’s 
cunning plan you ask? Well, it was a trip 
back to Europe to various areas to visit 
places that started at the Somme and 
finished at Ypres via Switzerland and 
Bavaria and yes on the bikes. Once again 
to confirm its on motorbikes not the 
pushbikes as the image of me an Paul on 
push bikes and in Lycra is sending me 
into a cold shiver and has made Paul go 
into a dark hiding place at the thought 
of it and the thought of all that exercise.

Once again Paul was all for it then 
once again same as last year had sec-
ond thoughts as it meant delving into 
his pension pot and spend some of his 
money without sweating or twitching. 
His lovely wife Margi put him right 
and not so politely informed us that 
he is going and to get it sorted! Thank 
you, Margi. Once again it was finalised 
and confirmed that we were going on 
another adventure. Then a brilliant 
input from our good ladies that on this 
adventure there would not be a budget 
just go with the flow of whatever the 
cost is it is, just go and enjoy the trip 

and then adding ‘keep the budget 
within reason boys’… We knew it was 
too good to be true. 

For the second time in two years the 
map book, (and yes, we still have and use 
them) and the highlighter came out to 
mark the route. Once again after many 
hours of deliberation assisted with route 
planner on the computer to work the 
distances, food and fuel stops for each 
day’s riding plus alternative routes, tolls 
etc. We aren’t getting any younger so the 
daily distance was important. Once the 
route was sorted it was a case of booking 
the Channel tunnel and hotels, trust me 
booking hotels as many of you know and 
have experienced is a task especially own 
its own especially when you aren’t ever 
been to the places before and have no 
idea of the area including where to eat, 
fuel places or secure parking. Three days 
of discussions, route planning and hotel 
searches it was finally done and booked. 

Let the games begin with the packing, 
first the important stuff, Insurance docs, 
funds, V5’s, passports, cash, bank cards 
and pain meds. Oh, the pain meds – trust 
me they will be needed. The rest is trivial 
stuff such as 8 days clothes which as many 
remember from years past know that 
equates to 2 pairs of socks and 2 pairs of 
pants, and a t-shirt or two (old habits die 
hard), snacks, drinks for the rides an all 
packed. As always started out with a suit-
case and ended up with a holdall. Or in 
Pauls case an 8 tonner down to 3 holdalls.

Day 1
27th May 2025. Mopeds out, checked, 
packed and fuelled up. That was it off 
we set off from the relevant houses 
and made tracks to the Travelodge in 
Maidstone for an over-night stop before 
the proper tour began. 

We had decided to meet at the Chorley 
services near Brum for a coffee and chat. 
We had been watching the ever-changing 
weather forecast for a week hoping that it 
was going to be a dry day. Oh, the rain that 
day, lets say it was biblical. Paul walked in 
an where-ever he stood he left a puddle. 
Straight for a coffee to warm up. Our 

waterproofs got properly tested that day.  
I discovered my waterproofs aren’t…. FYI 
they used to be but think the age has got 
to them. New set to be ordered on return. 
Well we made it, Maidstone, booked in 
and wet gear to dry then for food. We 
both decided to eat in that night. 

Day 2
Up and at em by 8am, down for a 
Travelodge breakfast before we headed 
off to the channel tunnel for our big 
adventure. Mopeds fuelled up again 
(motorbikes don’t have big fuel tanks) and 
now ready for the start of the European 
legs of our tour. Checked in on time so 
time for a coffee before we boarded the 
train. The usual organized smooth tran-
sition to get on the train and we were on 
it an off on the 35 min journey to Calais, 
France, get ready as here we come. And 
for the record I was not happy! Yet 
again to my disappointment during 
this part of the journey another year of 
when looking out the channel tunnel 
train windows we could see no fishes! 
Bad form dudes, proper bad form…. 
Once off the train a 75-mile ride from 
the tunnel to Amiens in France where 
we were booked in for two nights. A day 
of touring this area of WW1, namely 
the SOMME. Humbling and sobering, 
if you have never been its time to get it 
done, you won’t be disappointed. If you 
have done Ypres this to me is just as bad 
for what can only be described as a total 
disregard for life by those in charge. 
Cemeteries and memorials everywhere 
remembering the fallen.

On route to Amiens we went via 
Vimy Ridge, a Canadian memorial. 

Nick Storer	 Paul Chalk
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By April 12, the 
Canadians had taken 
all of their objectives, 
as well as 4,000 pris-
oners. The Canadians 
held Vimy Ridge. 
This victory came at 
a high cost as 3,598 
Canadians lost their 
lives, and 7,000 were 

wounded during the four-day battle. 
April 9, 1917 is still the bloodiest day in 
Canadian military history.

Part of this tour was going through 
the tunnels dug by the Canadian 
Engineers. 

Vimy Ridge memorial is maintained 
by the Canadian Government with 
tours by students

Day 3 
New Foundland park a preserved 
memorial showing the ruminants of war. 
(This is maintained by the Canadian 
government, all guides are Canadian 
students)

The trenches and bomb craters still 
intact. A disaster with the mines to blow 
the lines as the crater was 100m behind 
the German lines.

Lochnagar crater, This crater is 
privately owned and maintained by 
donations. The Lochnagar Crater was 
created by a large mine placed beneath 
the German front lines on the first 
day of the Battle of the Somme, one 
of 19 mines beneath the German lines 
from the British section of the Somme. 

The British named the mine after 
‘Lochnagar Street’, a British trench 
where the Tunnelling Companies of 
the Royal Engineers dug a shaft down 
about 90 feet deep into the chalk; then 
excavated some 300 yards towards the 
German lines. 27 tons of explosives was 
used to blow this ridge.

Thiepval memorial built on the top 
of the hill at the village of Thiepval.

The Irish memorial tower on route 
to Thiepval gave us time for a coffee. 

The Thiepval 
Memorial in France 
has more than 72,000 
names engraved on 
it. The names are of 
British and South 
African soldiers who 
died on the Somme 
battlefield before March 20, 1918, 
and who have no known graves. There 
are books of remembrance with the 
names on in various “safes” around the 
memorial.

Lunch was consumed in Abert, a 
local eatery where we had a French 
established dish - “croque monsieur” 
and fries. Very tasty. A new one on Paul 
as he had never had one before. For 
those that haven’t had one it’s basically 
a club sandwich thing with cheese sauce 
over the top.

Part 2 of the day 
We followed the 
directions to the 
38th Welsh Division 
memorial. The Welsh 
regiments (12 of 
them) lost 4,000 men, 
had 600 missing and 
600 injured in 6 days. All for a wood in 
the middle of nowhere. 

To get there this encountered some 
off-road riding. When leaving we found 
the proper road out. Paul’s vocabulary is 
not printable!

At the end of the day it was back 
to the hotel for a freshen up time for 
a short walk to the food place. It was 
needed and as with tradition a few jars 
of the local brew encourage the food to 
go down easier, purely for medicinal and 
relaxation purposes I assure you.

 Day 4
Amiens to Mulhouse. Wow a long day 
an hot. 32 degs, 380 miles. This day cer-
tainly encountered stops for fuel, fluid 
and food on route. 

AND Oh the tolls - so many tolls. A 
very tiring day riding. Once there booked 
in at the hotel, we sorted the bikes and 
gear then off for a much-needed shower 
as we had an aroma of a damp 18 x 24. 
Once degunged and fresh it was a case of 
off to find a bit of food and as with tradi-
tion some quality assurance of a few jars 
of the local brew to start the relaxation 
process and aid digestion of the food. 
Success, an excellent curry house. So that 
was us fed and watered. Bedtime.

Day 5
Mulhouse to Kempten via the Lindt 
chocolate museum and shop in Zurich. 
Well, when in Switzerland it must be 
done. BUT, save ya pennies folks as its 
overpriced and a way overrated tour 
round of the factory. If ya want food or 
drink or chocolate be prepared to sell a 
kidney to afford it…

Cracking ride through Switzerland 
with the Alps in view, great roads and 
scenery. The route took us through 
the gorgeous country of Lichtenstein, 
unfortunately we blinked an missed 
most of it. Neither of us had been to 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein so well 
worth the ride through it. 

Lake Zurich really surprised us as so 
clear. In the heat looked inviting. 

A great day’s ride and site seeing but 
was nice to get off and do the honourable 
thing and support the local economy, will 
let you work out how…. Sure you get the 
gist by now. We found food in a hotel in 
Kempten, no idea what we ordered but 
once arrived looked and tasted amaz-
ing… Hotel Hirsh we thank you. Oh and 
the beer was proper tasty as well. 

The blast could be heard from London. 110m wide and 
90m deep

FYI – many drivers in Swizzland don’t like motorbikes 
and make it known…
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Day 6 
Kempten to Stuttgart first via 
Neuschwanstein castle (Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang castle), amazing scenery 
around Bavaria. Beautiful place to see.

Then from joy to sadness as within a 
100 miles as we hit the Dachau memo-
rial. Another sobering place show mans 
brutality. Done it, never again. 

That place started out as a prison 
but soon got changed to the first “death 
camp”. Liberated by the 42nd US rain-
bow battalion. (Look em up)

All done so off to Stuttgart where 
we were hosted and we thank you. You 

know who you are.
Evening meal was a 

Greek night. Very nice. 
But then the thun-
derstorms, we were 
praying they would 
clear by morning. 

Day 7 
Of we went from Stuttgart to Tonisvorst, 
a mere 285 miles. Another ride that 
seemed further than it was as all on the 
autobahns. 

We did the usual breaks in the jour-
ney to let the old bones relax a bit. A 
few heavy showers but hey good job skin 
is waterproof because as said earlier my 
waterproofs weren’t. Pauls survived a lot 
better. 

The hotel chosen was excellent and 
the same one we stayed in on last year’s 
trip. Evening meal was a chore to find 
as most of Tonisvorst closes on the 
Monday night! We were lucky, we found 
a decent place that serve Jager Schnitzel. 
We were happy chaps. 

Day 8
Tonisvorst to Ypres (Leper). The second 
part of trip and the WW1 devastation 
and remembrance begins. We covered 
Ypres on last year’s trip; trust me it 
doesn’t get any easier when you see those 
cemeteries everywhere. 

After booking in to the hotel and 
having food we were off to the Menin 
gate which was the main priority to visit 
Ypres (Leper) Now fully restored a tre-
mendous place. 

As normal a very busy place and as 
always unforgettable sounds from the 
bugles played by the Ypres fire service. 
A place for us to remember the fallen.

Day 9 
June 4th, 2025. Ypres to the UK. A short 
65 mile ride an onto the Shuttle. We got 
there early, they put us on the early train, 
we were happy with that. Fairwells said 
and off we went with another long day 
riding home for us both. But you know 
what it was an amazing time and worth 
every hour an every penny. 

Summary
We were generally lucky with the weather 
varying from 19-34 degrees. As said 
the weather broke a few times and we 
knew it. Some days quite strong winds. 
Overall we were lucky and content. 
The roads were brilliant despite the tolls 

in France. The hotels we chose were 
excellent. We did well with the qual-
ity of food and got to sample different 
things. We survived coming in under 
the estimated budget which was good. 
Oh and fuel in Europe is not cheap.

Over a coffee debrief it was decided 
we need to plan smarter for next year 
as yes sore bodies an arse’s after riding 
the 2300 miles in that time. We real-
ised that once again our brains wrote 
cheques our bodies struggled to cash. 
And yes, Ibuprofen and Co-codamol 
became our friend at the end of 
each day but we did it, our task done.  
Visiting all the places and countries 
was an adventure and an experience we 
would not forget. 

Would we do it again, oh yes without a 
doubt we would.

Next year’s trip on the mopeds is in the 
planning, not saying where you will have 
to wait….

Lake Zurich and the alps	 Lindt chocolate Fountain

Natures mine detectors at the Somme

TTFN darlings till next year
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The Governor’s Review of the Chelsea 
Pensioners
A Memorable Day at the Royal Hospital Chelsea (3rd June 2025)
Every year, the Chelsea Pensioners’ community 
gathers for a special event that honours the 
service and dedication of our veterans. This year’s 
Governor’s Review, held on Tuesday, 3rd June 2025, 
brought with it some changes, sparking a mixture 
of initial uncertainty but ultimately, great support.

A New Tradition – A Shift from Founder’s Day
In a departure from previous years, the Governor’s 
Review replaced Founder’s Day, with associations 
now being invited to this event. Founder’s Day, tra-
ditionally a day for families, has been reimagined, 
allowing for a more inclusive experience for asso-
ciations and, crucially, the pensioners. While this 
change was initially met with some disappointment 
– especially as many look forward to meeting the 
pensioners post-Founder’s Day – it became clear 
that the Governor’s Review offered a more fitting 
and focused platform for everyone involved.

After attending the event this year, I can say with 
confidence that this shift makes perfect sense. It’s 
clear that the event is better structured to support 
both the associations and the pensioners themselves.

A Beautiful Day for the Parade
This year’s Governor’s Review was graced with 
pleasant weather – a welcome change after the 
scorching heat of the previous two years. The 
parade, which took place within the grounds of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, featured approximately 
200 participants, including both marching veterans 
and those in wheelchairs. Considering the total 
number of pensioners at RHC is under 300, this 

turnout was a testament to the strength and spirit 
of the community.

The reviewing officer for the day was Hospital 
Governor General Sir Adrian Bradshaw KCB OBE 
DL, a respected figure who brought honor and grav-
itas to the occasion. The parade also featured several 
chefs from the Royal Hospital Chelsea, including the 
newly appointed RHC Drummer, Bill Horsburgh. 
Bill, who took up the position before Christmas, 
has become a beloved figure at RHC events, and his 
enthusiasm is reflected in his drum and cross belt, 
now proudly bearing the ACC badge (see photo).

An Afternoon of Camaraderie
Following the parade, a delicious curry lunch was 
served by the staff, with attendees enjoying a few 

Bill Horsburgh with  
cross belt and drum 

suitably emblazoned with 
an ACC badge 

Pensioners all on parade
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beers alongside the In-Pensioners. As usual, the 
event fostered an atmosphere of camaraderie, 
with Colin Slade and Eric Lewis representing the 
association this year. Colin, in fact, didn’t leave 
until late – he was being warmly hosted by our 
In-Pensioners. As the saying goes, “Who says you 
drink less as you get older?”

Honouring Our Veterans
The Royal Hospital Chelsea is home to 280 
In-Pensioners, with an average age of 82. Among 
them are five veterans who are over 100 years 
old, and the hospital continues to honor those 
who served during both World War II and more 
recent campaigns post-1945. This year’s Governor’s 
Review served as a reminder of the rich history and 
sacrifice that these men and women represent.

ACC Chefs in the Royal Hospital Chelsea
The event also recognized the significant 
contributions of the ACC chefs who serve in the 
RHC. Among the 8 ACC chefs currently at RHC, 
several have served for decades, including:
l	Laurence Thomas Hallam (Pte) – 23 Jan 1961 

to 22 Jan 1967
l	Andre Peter Lee (Sgt) – 18 Jun 1974 to 31 Oct 

1993
l	George William Arthur Ferguson (WO1) –  

3 Feb 1956 to 6 Dec 1968
l	William Horsburgh (WO2) – 15 Jan 1953 to 

10 Jul 1977
l	Leo Grimes (Cpl) – 11 Jul 1957 to 6 Sep 1959 

/ 7 Sep 1961 to 17 Sep 1976
Leo is the longest-serving member at RHC, 
having been with the hospital since 2006

l	Eric Waugh (WO1) – 22 Jul 1959 to 26 Sep 
1981

l	Anthony Vincent Manley (WO1) – 22 Sep 
1960 to 2 Jul 1984

l	John James Warnes (WO2) – 26 Aug 1965 to 
7 Feb 1990

How to Attend Next Year’s Governor’s 
Review
Each year, the association is allocated approximately 
six tickets to attend the Governor’s Review.  
If you’re interested in joining next year, be sure to 
contact the secretary as soon as possible, as tickets 
are distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.

Trumpeters Ready

Blackpool Reunion Dinner 2025
102 people booked in for Blackpool this year. Unfortunately four of them had to 
pull out for health reasons and two forgot the date (its an age thing). So 96 sat 
down for a wonderful evening and it turned out to be the best one yet.

We had changed venues this year 
and it was a new hotel for our group, The 
SHERATON HOTEL. Remember 
the name as we will be returning here 
next year.

The day after we had our reunion 
the hotel was awarded the ROSE award 
(Recognition Of Service Excellence) 
which is a National Award by the Service 
Industry. I can understand why they were 
given the award as everything was spot on.  
I have had lots of emails from those that 
came saying thank you for a wonderful 
evening. The food and service were 
wonderful. I had lots of comments 
about the quality of the food during 
the evening. The menu choices were 
good and it was all hot and tasty (good 
comments from experienced chefs). 

We had a change of entertainment 
again this year and we had a professional 

DJ who hit all the right notes with quiet 
background music during the meal and 
then music that suited our age group 
“until we had all had a couple of drinks” 
and then he had us dancing the night 
away and I must say he did not burst 
our ear drums thankfully. I have pro-
visionally booked him again for next 
year as he was so good. Everyone was 
very generous with bringing a prize for 
the raffle and we had 91 prizes to give 
away, “I still did not get a prize though”.  
I noticed there were some new meetings 
of old friends again this year which is 
one of the things we put the evening on 
for, seeing old friends, and I might add 
mostly Veterans.

I will make some slight changes for 
next year which will I am sure go down 
very well. I must hear say a big thank you 
to our volunteer team for all the effort 

they put in with me because without 
even one of them the evening would not 
be the same.

We had a very sad reminder of how 
fragile life is when the following morn-
ing we heard that Neil Yard BEM, one 
of our volunteers died of a heart attack 
in his sleep. He was a very popular guy 
and will be very missed. 
Mike Joyner
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The Operation Chariot Memorial Project 
(OCMP) was established in 2023 to promote 
awareness and education regarding Operation 
Chariot, the Raid on St Nazaire. Its work is 
currently being supported by a grant from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. This operation, 
often referred to as “The Greatest Raid of All,” 
took place on March 28, 1942, and involved a 
combined operations assault on the Port of St 
Nazaire. The primary objective was to disable the 
Normandie Dock, the only facility on the Atlantic 
side of mainland Europe capable of accommodating 
repairs for the formidable German warship, Tirpitz.

Tirpitz was a sister ship to the renowned 
Bismarck, which had sunk the British battleship 
HMS Hood in 1941, resulting in the loss of over 
1,400 lives. Although Bismarck was destroyed 
shortly after its encounter with HMS Hood, the 
prospect of Tirpitz entering the Atlantic posed a 
significant threat to British naval operations. Its 
superior firepower necessitated efforts to prevent it 
from participating in the maritime conflict, which 
was crucial for maintaining supply routes to Europe. 
Moreover, Tirpitz’s considerable size became a 
vulnerability; if the Normandie Dock could be 
incapacitated, Tirpitz, stationed in the Norwegian 
fjords, would be discouraged from venturing into 
the Atlantic due to the impossibility of repairs.

The plan involved executing a commando-led 
raid supported by Royal Navy vessels, aiming for 
precise destruction of the dock and disruption of 
the broader dock facilities. Despite facing opposi-
tion, the strategy was approved, using the former 
US vessel HMS Campbeltown (formerly USS 
Buchanan) modified to resemble a German torpedo 
boat. The intent was for HMS Campbeltown to ram 
the dock gates and facilitate the disembarkation of 
its crew before time-delayed explosives detonated, 
ensuring comprehensive destruction. Concurrently, 
commandos from accompanying vessels would dis-
embark to target other dock infrastructure.

The supporting flotilla comprised a collection of 
motor launches (MLs), motor gunboats, and motor 
torpedo boats. They planned a journey across the 
channel, initially under escort, followed by a direct 
navigation up the Loire estuary to the Normandie 
Dock at St Nazaire. The MLs were tasked with 
extracting the commandos and crews, anticipating 
high casualties, and their capacity was considered 
adequate for survivors.

The operation was undeniably audacious. The 
final approach through the Loire estuary was 
particularly perilous; the riverbanks were fortified 
with defensive positions, and navigating the estu-
ary was complicated by shallow waters that posed 
a grounding risk, which was nearly realised on two 
occasions. To minimise the risk of early engage-
ment, the group displayed a Nazi ensign and utilised 
captured codes for communication with German 
defences. Additionally, a German-speaking crew 
member from Campbeltown acted as signaller to 
enhance the credibility of the ruse, enabling the 
vessel to reach its target. Prior to entering the 
estuary, the RAF executed a diversionary bombing 
raid, resulting in the loss of three aircraft. The RAF 
mission was thwarted by low cloud which reduced 
its effectiveness considerably.

Approximately one mile from the dock gates, 
the cover was compromised, prompting the crew to 
replace the Nazi ensign with the Royal Navy battle 
ensign. HMS Campbeltown drew substantial fire, 
and despite the loss of the helmsman, the remain-
ing crew on the bridge successfully manoeuvred the 
vessel toward its target. Ultimately, Campbeltown 
arrived just four minutes late but accurately engaged 
its target. Meanwhile, the MLs were disembarking 
commandos with variable success amidst severe 
resistance. Casualties were significant, and the flam-
mable, wooden MLs were ill-equipped against the 
German firepower. The waters of the estuary quickly 
became engulfed in flames as leaking fuel ignited, 
leading to the loss of many commandos before they 

Operation Chariot Memorial Project
Major James ‘Chalky’ Wilson-White RLC

HMS Campbletown taking 
part in Operation Chariot
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could land. Those who did manage to land com-
menced demolition efforts on the port infrastructure 
while others provided cover. With limited hopes 
of retreating on the MLs, the disembarked crews 
sought refuge in the town, aiming to maximise 
destruction of the dockyard. As casualties mounted, 
a substantial number of the forces were captured. 
Approximately nine hours later, Campbeltown’s 
time-delayed explosives detonated, completing the 
destruction of the dock gates which was shortly fol-
lowed by the detonation of 2 time delayed torpedoes 
that were launched earlier in the raid.

Of the 625 personnel deployed, 169 were lost, 
over 200 were captured, and the remaining per-
sonnel returned to Falmouth on other vessels. A 
total of 140 gallantry awards were presented for 
this remarkable operation, including five Victoria 
Crosses. Among the survivors, the experiences of 
LCpl Sims and Cpl Wheeler, who managed to 
escape to Gibraltar on foot, stand out and will be 
explored in further detail.

While catering support was not a primary 
concern, the logistical effort involved in executing 
this operation was significant. Within a few weeks, 
modifications were made to convert Campbeltown 
into a floating explosive device resembling a 
German vessel. Other necessary adjustments 
included lightening the ship to decrease the like-
lihood of grounding during the approach while 
accommodating the concealed explosives in the 
ship’s bow. Standard logistical challenges, such as 
provisioning fuel were also present. Calculating 
fuel requirements involved risk, as Campbeltown 
was intended for a one-way journey, while the MLs 
needed sufficient fuel for a return trip, entailing the 
transport of a considerable quantity of petrol in a 
wooden craft amid a combat scenario.

Although there is no direct association of 
the Corps link to the Raid, four members of the 
antecedent Corps of the Royal Logistic Corps par-
ticipated. Cpl Ronald Crippen and RQMS Alan 
Seaton, both Royal Army Service Corps members 
of 2 Commando, were deployed on ML 447, with 
Cpl Crippen receiving the British Empire Medal 

for distinguished service during the raid. Both were 
fortunate to escape St Nazaire aboard one of the 
surviving MLs.

Sgt Gerald Taylor and LCpl Luis Eric Rupert 
De La Torre were part of the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps. Gerald served with 2 Commando and was 
deployed on ML 267, while Eric, a member of 3 
Commando, was on ML 262. Tragically, Gerald 
was killed in action in the estuary after ML 267 
came under effective enemy fire. Casualties resulted 
not only from direct gunfire but also from the fires 
ignited by leaking fuel, with only nine survivors 
from the 27 personnel aboard ML 267. Eric’s 
participation in the raid concluded with his cap-
ture and subsequent transport to Stalag 344, from 
which he escaped on his fourth attempt. Eric later 
contributed significantly to the St Nazaire Society 
(which collaborates with the OCMP), earning an 
MBE for his efforts.

The aim of the OCMP is to establish a memo-
rial and educational program that honours the 
memory of the raid and promotes good citizenship 
through the creation and maintenance of a memo-
rial, alongside educational activities focused on 
perpetuating the remembrance of the men from all 
three services involved in the raid on St Nazaire 
on March 28, 1942. The project to construct the 
memorial is ambitious, as the accompanying images 
illustrate. Replicating Campbeltown as it sat at the 
dock gate will capture the enormity of the raid and 
emphasise the courage and bravery of the crew and 
commandos involved. Funding for the memorial 
has been provided through a combination of pro-
bono work, private donations, as well as receiving 
support from a host of other charities including 
regimental charities. 

The Operation Chariot Memorial Project is 
made possible with The National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. Thanks to National Lottery players, we can 
develop and deliver our comprehensive education 
and engagement programme over the next three 
years. This project aims to preserve the history, 
legacy, lessons learned, memories, artifacts, and the 
names and deeds of those who sacrificed so much 

Two artist Impressions of 
the proposed memorial
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for future generations. Our work in this field will 
be wide ranging and has already delivered talks to 
some military audiences. 

So, how did I, a former chef, become involved 
with the Operation Chariot Memorial Project? 
Although this mission was primarily led by com-
mandos and the Royal Navy, my connection stems 
from my great-grandfather, CPO Albert Wellsted, 
who served aboard HMS Campbeltown. He was 
the helmsman, successfully navigating the explo-
sive-laden vessel to within a mile of its target before 
ultimately succumbing to injuries sustained from 
enemy fire. Growing up, I was largely unaware of 
his involvement, which motivated me to seek more 
information, leading to my membership of the St 
Nazaire Society. This organisation was initially 
formed by survivors of the Raid and now exists to 
preserve its legacy. Through this society, I had the 
opportunity to connect with families of other indi-
viduals who participated in the Raid alongside my 
great-grandfather. This network eventually facili-
tated my engagement with the OCMP, allowing 
me to contribute directly to the memorial’s con-
struction and the broader educational initiative. 
Understanding events like Operation CHARIOT 
– where for many, the journey was a one-way ticket – 
highlights the profound sacrifices made. Like many, 
my great-grandfather embarked on the St Nazaire 

mission fully aware of the risks, leaving behind a wife 
and four children. He was also the oldest participant 
on the raid and had served in the Royal Navy since 
the age of 14. The commitment to ensuring that the 
actions of these brave individuals are “not forgotten” 
serves as a significant motivating factor for everyone 
involved with the OCMP. 

As part of our fundraising efforts, I am currently 
undertaking a personal challenge that I initiated in 
late 2024. My goal is to run 2,475 kilometres by 
March 26, 2026, in honour of two personnel who 
participated in the Raid – Cpl George Wheeler 
MM and LCpl Richard Sims MM – who managed 
to escape to Gibraltar through various means. My 
aim is to cover the equivalent distance over a more 
extended period as a tribute to their incredible 
endeavour. 

As I finish authoring this article, we have just 
confirmed that the building of our memorial will 
commence in the last week of August 2025 with 
a dedication ceremony planned for May 2027. The 
memorial will be located at the National Memorial 
Arboretum, Staffordshire, the Nations year-round 
place to remember. We are still urgently seeking 
financial support to ‘get over the line’ for our memo-
rial funding target. Further information regarding 
donating and the Operation Chariot Memorial 
Project is available at www.stnazaireraid.org

CPO Albert Wellsted,  
the helmsman of  
HMS Campbeltown and 
my great-grandfather

A Historic Handover: WO1 Sarah Cox 
Becomes Defence’s Most Senior Soldier
On Friday 4 April, WO1 Sarah Cox officially took over the role of Senior Enlisted 
Advisor to the Chiefs of Staff (SEAC), succeeding WO1 Rick Angove RM. This 
moment marks a significant milestone not only in the role’s short but impactful 
history – but also in the story of Defence itself.

WO1 Cox becomes the third person 
to hold the position of SEAC and nota-
bly, the first female to do so. As SEAC, 
she now serves as the most senior sol-
dier in Defence, representing personnel 
across the Royal Navy, British Army, 
and Royal Air Force – a vital conduit 
between the Chiefs of Staff and the 
enlisted force.
Breaking New Ground:  
WO1 Sarah Cox Steps Into the Role
WO1 Sarah Cox’s journey through 
Defence is both inspiring and emblem-
atic of the diverse talent within the 
Forces. Starting her career at 16 as 

a chef in the Army Catering Corps 
(ACC) – later part of the Royal Logistic 
Corps (RLC) – Sarah has served on 
operational tours and held instructional, 
leadership, and people-focused appoint-
ments throughout her career.

Now, as SEAC, she becomes the 
most senior enlisted voice in Defence 
and a powerful advocate for the entire 
workforce – Regular, Reserve, Civil 
Service, and contractors.

She takes up the role at a critical 
juncture – with Defence Reform under-
way and workforce challenges persisting 
– but does so with a clear commitment 
to inclusion, leadership, and authenticity.

As the first woman to hold the 
post, Sarah’s appointment is a historic 
step forward for representation and a 
reminder of the evolving face of Defence.

“�This pivotal time of challenge and 
change is what drove me to go for 
the role. I want to continue serving 
our people and ensure they are sup-
ported, empowered, and heard.”

“�We must reinforce the importance 
of respect, inclusion, and 
accountability at every level. 
Culture is not a buzzword – it’s 
mission-critical.”

“�I have a remarkable team around 
me, all committed to delivering 
excellence in Defence. I look 
forward to meeting many of you 
over my tenure.”
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Corps Sunday 2025 – A Return to a Restored Gem
Sunday 6th July 2025 marked the much-anticipated return of Corps Sunday to 
the beautifully refurbished Royal Garrison Church of All Saints, Aldershot.

After a year-long restoration pro-
ject completed in 2024, the church has 
never looked better. The meticulous 
work included the complete restoration 
of its historic stained-glass windows, 
some dating back to 1856. Each pane 
was carefully removed, numbered, 
restored to its original splendour, and 
re-leaded before being reinstalled. The 
result is breathtaking – our spiritual 
home looks almost brand new, and the 
ACC-engraved pillar, dedicated by the 
Duchess of Kent in 1992, gleams with 
renewed pride.
A Strong Turnout and a 
Meaningful Service
This year saw an impressive turnout, 
with nearly 120 members on parade 
– many proudly sporting Corps ties, 
berets or bowler hats, and ACC badges. 
The service was moving, as expected, 
with standards paraded, hymns sung, 
readings shared, and time taken to 
remember absent friends and former 
colleagues. It was a poignant reminder 
of the Corps’ enduring spirit and close-
knit camaraderie.

The event concluded in traditional 
fashion with the Corps March and a 
parade past the Association Chairman, 
Lt Col Nigel Shepherd, who took the 
salute. Although the parade got off to 
a slightly comedic start – some of our 
officer cohort clearly forgot which was 
left and which was right when given 
the order to “move to the right in threes” 
– there’s comfort in some things never 
changing! That said, it was obvious a 
few of us hadn’t quite kept up the drill 
practice since last year... but we got there 
in the end.
Reconnecting Over Lunch
Following the service and parade, 
attendees made their way to the Village 
Hotel in Farnborough, where a hearty 
lunch was served. The food was hot and 
plentiful – perhaps not quite what we’d 
remember from mess days gone by, but 
the real value was in the conversations 
and reconnections around the table.

Lt Col Nigel Shepherd delivered a 
short welcome speech at lunch, noting 
the health of the Association’s mem-

bership and ongoing 

efforts to improve communication – 
including a new website and the RLC 
App, which now hosts a dedicated ACC 
group. Members are encouraged to 
download the app and stay connected.

Looking Ahead: 85 Years of  
the Corps
One exciting announcement: the Corps 
will celebrate its 85th Anniversary 
in 2026. To mark the occasion, the 
Association is planning a special 
weekend event at the Village Hotel, 
Farnborough:
l	Saturday 4th July 2026: Evening 

function
l	Sunday 5th July 2026: Church ser-

vice and Curry Lunch
More details will follow, but it’s already 
shaping up to be a celebration to 
remember.
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The Last Post
ACC Association – In Memorials / Obituaries
As you are aware, the Association includes the deaths of 
members via its magazine, The Flaming Cauldron, which is 
published annually (November). The Association can only 
publish members’ deaths if informed, and I rely heavily 
on family and friends of the deceased to do so. I would be 
grateful if you could inform me as the Association Secretary 
(secretary@accassocition.org) by providing:
l	The name of the deceased ACC/RLC soldier/officer
l	Date of death (cause of death (if appropriate) 
l	Funeral details.
In Memorial / Publication. In addition to the obituary within 
the magazine, the Association can email the Association of 
members’ deaths if the family so wishes, either to announce 
the death or publicise the funeral details. Please request this 
service via the Association Secretary.
Obituary. Families are encouraged to provide an obituary for 
inclusion in the Flaming Cauldron – format advice can be 
sought from the Association Secretary.
Self-Written Obituary. Without sounding to morbid, 
members can write their own obituary that can be stored by 
the Association Secretary for use and publication on death. 
Should you wish to self-write then please send to the Secretary 
– suggested input: 
l	Name – post nominals
l	Regimental Number

l	Dates Served
l	Units served with (if known)
l	Notable exercises / operations 
l	Sports and Hobbies – whilst in the ACC
l	What you did on leaving
l	Family left behind
l	Photo of when you served or now

ACC Standards and Coffin Drapes for Funeral Services
The Association holds a number of ACC Standards and 
ACC coffin drapes, which are available upon request for 
families wishing to recognise a loved one’s ACC or military 
service. These items can be arranged through the Association 
Secretary at secretary@accassociation.org

They may either be collected from the Association office 
at Worthy Down, Winchester, or sent via post. We kindly ask 
that all items be returned promptly after the service to ensure 
their availability for future funerals and ceremonial events.

Additionally, it may be possible to arrange for a bugler 
to perform the Last Post at the service. Please note that this 
is subject to the availability of buglers in the local area and 
cannot be guaranteed.
Advice. Should you have any queries re the above then 
please direct them to the Association Secretary (secretary@
accassocition.org).

Maj Alan Anspach MBE
25 August 2025

Major Rosemary 
Ashburner 
(nee Archer)
Rosemary was born in 
Leeds in 1941 to her loving 
parents, Mary and Ron. 

After school, Rosemary went on to 
university, and began what would become 
a lifelong connection with catering and 
hospitality – an industry she embraced 
with both professionalism and heart.

That path ultimately led her to join 
the Women’s Royal Army Corps, where 
she began her military career as a Second 
Lieutenant.

Throughout her service, Rosemary 
was a trailblazer. She became the first 
female platoon commander in the Army 
Catering Corps depot – a significant 
milestone not just for her, but for the 
Corps as a whole.

She went on to hold a number of 
key roles and appointments. Notably, 

she served as Adjutant at the Royal 
Military School of Music at Kneller 
Hall – a prestigious post that combined 
her exceptional organisational skills with 
her deep sense of service. Later, she was 
appointed Officer Commanding Group 
Catering, where she led with both skill 
and integrity, earning the trust and 
admiration of those under her command.

Through unwavering dedication 
and excellence, Rosemary rose through 
the ranks with distinction, ultimately 
concluding her commission as a Senior 
Major in the Royal Logistic Corps 
before retiring.

Her military career was defined by 
professionalism, leadership, and quiet 
determination. She broke new ground, 
earned great respect, and supported 
countless others along the way – all 
while staying true to her values and her 
character.

Her time in the Army reflected exactly 
who she was: disciplined, dependable, 
compassionate, and quietly formidable. 
She earned the deep respect of her peers, 

not through loud words, but through 
consistent leadership and quiet strength.

LCpl Allan Bogie
July 2024

Maj Brendon Cooney
18 may 2025
Brendon enlisted into the 
Royal Navy as a boy at the 
age of 15 and was posted 
to HMS St Vincent in 

Gosport which was a training ship for 
young sailors. He didn’t take to life in 
the Royal Navy and purchased his dis-
charge, left and joined the Merchant 
Navy.

In 1963 Brendon visited an Army 
Recruiting Office in Portsmouth where 
he was so impressed by the Recruiting 
Sergeant that he ‘took the Queen’s shil-
ling’ and enlisted into the Life Guards 
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at 18 years of age. No sooner had he 
completed his training (which included 
an equitation phase!) he was deployed 
with his regiment on active service 
to Cyprus during the 1963-64 Crisis 
between Turkish and Greek Cypriots. 
Although this active service wasn’t ini-
tially recognised eventually a GSM with 
the Cyprus 1963-64 bar was granted. In 
1966 Brendon was deployed on active 
service again, this time to Borneo where 
he was employed as a ferret scout car 
driver. He retrained as a Regimental 
Cook and later that year transferred to 
the Army Catering Corps (ACC) hav-
ing found his niche in catering.

He worked his way up the promo-
tion ladder in the ACC attending many 
courses. He was posted to various loca-
tions including West Germany, Sudan, 
and Cyprus, where he was part of the 
United Nations Peacekeeping Force. 
Brendon also did two tours of duty in 
Northern Ireland during the ‘troubles’ 
which entitled him to a third bar to his 
General Service Medal. 

After 15 years regular service and 
the award of the Long Service & Good 
Conduct (LS&GC) medal Brendon 
decided to give ‘Civilian Street’ a go and 
joined the catering company Gardner 
Merchant in London. Brendon left 
the regular army having his conduct 
reported as ‘exemplary’ in his discharge 
book. Brendon’s military service was 
far from over and in 1978 he joined 
the Territorial Army and was posted to 
the 10th Bn Parachute Regiment as the 
WO2 Master Chef.

In 1982 he transferred to 217 
London General Hospital and finally to 
151 Transport Regiment Royal Corps of 
Transport (RCT) as their Master Chef.

He went on to serve 17 years with the 
Territorial Army receiving the Efficiency 
Medal for Long Service & Good 
Conduct, the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal. In 1993. Brendon was invested 
as a Member of the Order of the British 
Empire (MBE) – the medal was pre-
sented by our late Queen Elizabeth.

In 1995 the then Commandant 
of Surrey ACF (Brigadier Graeme 
Bartlett) a former RLC officer who 
knew Brendon, ‘head hunted’ him to 

be the Catering Officer of Surrey ACF. 
Brendon accepted and spent the next 
24 years as the Catering Officer dur-
ing which time he was appointed to 
a Queen’s Commission in the rank of 
Lt then Captain , he received the Lord 
Lieutenant of Surrey’s Certificate for 
meritorious service and in 2012 qualified 
for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
In 2016 he was awarded a 2nd clasp to 
his ACF Medal he received in 2004.

Brendon retired from the ACF 
in 2019 at 74 years of age and prior 
to his retirement he was asked to be 
the Commandant of the Frimley & 
Camberley Cadet Corps in the rank of 
Major. When many people would have 
retired long before Brendon was always 
up for a new challenge. He rallied 
around friends and former colleagues 
to assist him but sadly his health started 
to deteriorate resulting in him having to 
stand down as Commandant after only 
a few years in the appointment.

With Brendon’s involvement with so 
many uniformed organisations Brendon 
had spent just shy of 60 years in uniform 
in various guises – a tremendous record.

What of Brendon the person? He 
was always someone who put others 
before himself. As the Catering Officer 
of Surrey ACF he prided himself on 
making sure the cadets and CFAVs were 
fed prior to and during any training. The 
motto of the Army Catering Corps ‘We 
Sustain’ was never more appropriate 
with Brendon at the helm. He knew that 
even in ‘leafy’ Surrey some cadets would 
arrive for training without having had 
a proper meal at home. He would not 
only feed the cadets from the Training 
Centre where there is a fully functioning 
kitchen but often he was asked to feed 
cadets out in the field. He didn’t flinch 
from these requests – he would load up 
a vehicle with tentage and stores plus 
the container meals and go out in to the 
field to

feed the cadets. Nothing was too 
much trouble for Brendon – he would 
rarely turn anybody down or say I can-
not do that. 

A former Commandant of Surrey 
ACF (Colonel David Cox OBE) wrote 
the following:

“Brendon’s arrival at SACF was a 
godsend. The catering was having to 
be done by instructors and some of the 
wives but this was becoming more prob-
lematic due to new regulations. Rations 
were being purchased from retailers and 
costs reclaimed by the training organiser 
via CEO. The same applied to annual 
camps where SACF had to find its own 
team of cooks etc. This took up training 
resources and was an additional admin 
burden. Brendon took all this on - thus 
allowing the trainers to get on with 
training. Brendon knew how to deal 
with contract caterers saving SACF 
money. Life became so much simpler 
and nothing ever seemed to be a prob-
lem for him.

Brendon also catered for dinners 
etc. allowing the senior management 
of SACF to promote the organisation 
amongst the great & the good. He dealt 
with it. Prior to COVID Surrey ACF 
had an annual exchange with cadets 
from Western Australia. When the 
Australians were visiting Surrey ACF 
Brendon went the extra mile to make 
sure they were catered for properly. It 
didn’t matter to Brendon what time 
the cadets were landing at Heathrow 
Airport he would be waiting to give 
them a hot meal and a welcome on their 
arrival at HQ Surrey ACF. Brendon 
would also try and make them feel at 
home by having lots of fresh fruit avail-
able and jars of Vegemite!

In addition to Brendon’s TA and 
ACF activities he worked for various 
catering companies working his way up 
to become an auditor in the food supply 
chain. The companies he worked for had 
the MOD contract and Brendon would 
travel the world to audit accounts and 
check on the supply of food services. 
His visits included places where the 
MOD were operationally. Of Brendon’s 
medals he had the Gulf War Medal 
and the Operational Service Medal 
for Afghanistan having visited Kabul/
Camp Bastion on at least 39 separate 
occasions. He took these visits in his 
stride often returning back to UK after 
a long flight to come straight to HQ 
Surrey ACF to sort out rations for a 
particular training weekend.
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Brendon was also involved or affil-
iated to other organisations. Brendon 
was very proud of all the units he was 
posted to but particularly his initial 
posting to the Life Guards. In recent 
years he became an Honorary Member 
of The Coldstream Guards Association 
(Aldershot Branch) where he proudly 
wore his ‘blue red blue’ Regimental Tie. 
Brendon and Val were regular attendees 
at meetings and functions.

In summary Brendon lived a very 
busy and full life and nothing appeared 
to faze him. He was always there provid-
ing a valuable service encapsulating the 
motto of the Army Catering Corps ‘We 
Sustain’ but also the phrase attributed to 
Napoleon who said ‘an army marches on 
its stomach.’

Brendon will be very much missed 
by all who had the good fortune to have 
known him.

It is now time to hang up the ladle 
Brendon – your work is done. Rest in 
Peace.

Corporal Christopher James Coram
Christopher (Christy) was born on 
18/02/1928 in Cork. He joined the 
British Army (ACC), at Belfast on 
11th June 1947 at the age of 19. After 
completing his training he joined the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers on 31/07/1947. The 
following year the Royal Irish Fusiliers 
were transferred to the Middle Eastern 
Land Forces M.E.L.F Command on 
17/01/1948 until 27/01/1950, they were 
then transferred to Gibraltar on the 
28/01/1950.

Christopher stayed on in Gibraltar 
after the Royal Irish Fusiliers moved on, 
transferring to the Army Catering Corps 
on the 18/06/1950. On the 02/09/1950 
he returned to England, from there 
on 26/10/1950 he was posted to the 
British Army On the Rhine B.A.O.R 
until 18/12/1952, he then returned 
to England until 25/01/1953, at this 
point he left the army for a short period 
rejoining on the 23/03/1953.

On the 23/07/1953 he was posted to 
Korea until 30/08/1953, on 31/08/1953 
he arrived in Japan, on the 02/09/1953 he 
returned to Korea until the 10/01/1955, 
he was then posted to Hong Kong.

He returned to England on the 
09/12/1955, remaining in England until 
his discharge on 10/06/1959. It was 
during this time he met and married our 
mother Trudy in 1958.

Corporal Coram was awarded the 
General Service Medal G.S.M. with 
the Palestine Bar, the Malaya Bar and 
Cyprus bar, the Korea Medal and a 
United Nations Medal with Korea Clasp.

After leaving the army he worked at 
a local Hospital in Croydon as a chef, 
during this time he and Trudy had two 
sons Christopher and Anthony. 

In 1965 Christopher joined the New 
Zealand Defense Force N.Z.D.F. he 
was attached to the Royal New Zealand 
Army Service Corps R.N.Z.A.S.C. 
based at Papakura, Auckland as a chef 
until 1971 serving five years. During this 
time their daughter Rebecca was born.

In 1971 the family returned 
to England, living in Rushden, 
Northamptonshire where Christopher 
worked at Bedford Hospital as a chef. 
He later joined the Post Office until his 
retirement in February 1993.

Christopher also received an award 
from the Pope for his work with the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and his char-
ity work for the local Roman Catholic 
Church.

Picture taken in November 2015, Christopher is on the 
right with his eldest son Christopher middle and his 
grandson Clint on the left, Dad was very proud of this 
picture.

Steve Cummings
26 May 2025
Steve Cummings sadly passed away 
on 26th May 2025 from COPD, aged 
69. He joined the Apprentice College 
in September 1971 and was a popular 
member of RSTU Squad (43rd Intake).

 He was a baby faced cheeky chap-
pie, Charlie, as we nicknamed him, had 
a broad Bolton accent and lived life to 
the full.

 He was posted to the Royal 
Engineers in Maidstone in 1974. 
Whilst in Maidstone he did a tour of N. 
Ireland at the Maze as well as going on 
exercise to Malawi where he was chased 
by a hippo after swimming in a river! He 
bought himself out of the Army after 
enduring a tough marriage. 

Overall, he was married 3 times and 
had 6 children before meeting Rosie in 
1999. They had a son, Josh, who is now 20.

Steve was hoping to make it to our 
annual Reunion this year but unfortu-
nately passed away last month. 

We will all miss him at our get 
togethers. 

Mel Dodding
25 Jan 25
Mel served in the Army / 
ACC from September 1965 
to September 1987. Joined 
the Army into the Loyal 

Regiment subsequently transferring to 
the ACC in 1967. Served with the Royal 
Military Police - Osnabruck 1970 to 1972, 
the ACC Apprentice College 1972 to 
1975, 65 Royal Engineers Corp Support 
Squadron, Hamelin. 1975 to 1978, 
The Prince of Wales Own Regiment of 
Yorkshire in Bulford Camp 1978 to 1981 
The Royal Military College Shrivenham 
Served in Robert’s Hall 1981 to 1983 and 
finally Royal Artillery Junior Leaders, 
Bramcote Nuneaton 1985 to 1987.

Deployed to: Nicosia Cyprus with 
UNFICYP, exercises to Libya, Norway 
and many other locations.

He enjoyed many hobbies and 
sports, including: Sailing, Swimming, 
Skiing and Enduro Motor Bike Racing..

On leaving the Army Mel worked 
for Stephan of Hamelin as a food tech-
nician. He then managed a Golf Club in 
Sheffield for 7 years.

He then moved with his wife moved 
to Northern Cyprus where they had a 
house/restaurant built. and ran Karmel’s 
restaurant until, retirement. During 
retirement they spent time travelling. 
Mel died peacefully on a flight to Istanbul 
after a month’s holiday in Egypt.

He leaves behind wife Karen son 
John and 2 grandchildren.
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Maj Robert John Kenyon
7 May 2025
Served from 1955 to mid 1970s – served 
with Paras and in Ardenand far east.

Cpl Derek McCulloch ACC. 
Derek sadly passed away after a pro-
longed battle with Cancer and a heart 
condition on 29th March 2025. 

Born in Oxford, Derek was an 
apprentice bricklayer before joining the 
Army Catering Corps in 1965. Derek 
absolutely loved The Corps and the job 
was his pride and passion. He always 
said that he was lucky enough to have 
found a place where he got paid to do 
his favourite pastime. 

During his 22 years of service he 
served in a multitude of places includ-
ing Bicester, Portsmouth, Arborfield 
and Münster. He thrived in his role 
on HMAV Anadalnes and Agheila in 
Portsmouth and, in true ACC style, 
immersed himself into everything 
Germany had to offer. 

In 1987 Derek left the Army and 
took up the role of Head Chef at one of 
Oxford’s Universities later moving on to 
work in the John Radcliffe Hospital in 
Oxford and then, in his later years, the 
care home industry in Felixstowe. 

Derek loved fishing and after leav-
ing the Army, brought a canal boat and 
toured the UK in it with his wife, dogs 
and favourite rods. He leaves behind his 
wife Jo and 4 boys (2 of which joined the 
Army). 1 in the RLC and one into the 
ACC who will miss him dearly. 

Harry Moore
1 October 2014

WO John Muir
3 February 2025

Martin Pertrie
23 December 2024

Ron Peterson
7 June 2025
Ron Peterson Passed away 
peacefully at Woking 
Hospice, on the 7th May 

2025 aged 74, after a very short battle 
with cancer.

A Small gathering was held in 
August in Guildford to say farewell, and 
some of his ashes were scattered in the 
River Wey.

The people that attended all had 
fond memories of Ron.

He will be missed by those who 
knew him.

Sgt Murray Rhind
3 June 2025

Murray joined Junior 
Tradesman’s Regiment at 
age 16 and went on to serve 
22 years in the ACC as a 
chef. His tours included: 

Aldershot, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
Falklands, Belize, Germany, Catterick, 
Northumberland and Topcliffe.

After leaving the Army he pursued 
his passion for artisan bakery and patis-
series, something that he excelled in the 
latter years of his army career, where-
upon then he worked in various high 
class establishments including that of 
Newcastle United Football Club where 
he catered for the likes of the directors 
and their guests, including celebrities 
such as Ant and Dec, Idris Elba Calvin 
Harris Gareth Southgate and others too 
many to mention. 

Murray also mentored young cater-
ing students from Newcastle College of 
which he took great pride from when 
they were under his wing and respected 
and learnt from his teachings.

Murray had been preparing for the 
opening of Newcastle’s first 5* hotel up 
until the present time as he thoroughly 
enjoyed his work and felt that he was 
not ready for retirement. 

He was a lovely family man and 
leaves behind a loving wife Lynn, 

children and grandchildren of which he 
will be sadly missed by all

Stuart Selby
20 August 2025

Michael Smith
2024

WO2 Paul Taylor
18 October 2023
Former WO2 Paul Taylor 
was brutally murdered in 
Carlisle on 18 October 

2023, with his body being found in May 
2024 with an eventual well attended 
funeral on 24 September.

Paul joined the Army Apprentice 
College ACC in June 1983 where he 
was a funny character in the band whilst 
completing his training. Passing out of 
the College and into the adult world, 
Paul was posted to BMH Rinteln with 
many Germany postings thereafter 
to include Fallingbostel, Gutersloh 
Garrison, Herford & Bielefeld. He even 
had to suffer a singular posting within 
the UK at Chester with the PWO…….
how he coped with the stress of leaving 
the BAOR/BFG footprint we will never 
know. Pauls operational deployments 
included Northen Ireland, Bosnia, 
Sierra Leone, Cyprus UN Tours x 2 (the 
cheek of it) & Iraq. He also endured the 
the odd trip to Canada with the SDG 
Battlegroup. Lets just say Paul certainly 
took the biscuit with Local Overseas 
Allowance (LOA) & Longer Separation 
Allowance (LSA). In reality what this 
shows is that Paul was an absolute profes-
sional and nothing was too challenging 
with his commitment to Field Exercises 
& Operations where he excelled.

In the latter years, Paul was Sgt & 
SSgt based at 1(UK) Div HQ & Signal 
Regiment which encompassed the 
world changing events of 9/11 whilst in 
Oman on Exercise Saif Sarea II, Poland 
Exercises and many other field activities. 
Paul deployed on Op Telic with 1 Div 
where he ran the Catering Troop feeding 
effort where a chefs job is never done. 
On promotion to WO2 Paul moved to 7 
Regt RLC in Bielefeld, where he imple-
mented PAYD (BFG Version). Paul was 
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also instrumen-
tal with Chef 
professional and 
personal devel-
opment with 
the NVQ pro-
gramme where 
he mentored and 
guided not only 
his own Chefs, 
but throughout 
the remainder of 
the Division. 

After his extended service until 2009 
where he had completed 26yrs, Paul and 
his family settled down in Annan, near 
Gretna Green. After a couple of main-
land jobs in the Scottish Borders in both 
Hospitals and Hotels, he opted in 2011 
to continue his support to our Nation’s 
defence efforts, working under the 
umbrella of NATO initially in Kandahar 
as a Quality Assurance Evaluator. Paul 
worked as a consultant for NSPA along-
side the likes of LE’s John Jenkins & 
Larry Downes providing the coalition 
with support in Quality Services across 
all Real Life Support contracts for 
NATO Forces. Paul would also frequent 
Kabul, Mazari Sharif and Luxembourg 
as part of his role as Quality Lead. 

Paul was also a keen supporter 
and charity fund raiser focusing on 
Macmillan Cancer where he completed 
events where he would mentally and 
physically challenge himself for the 
benefit of others. 

When Paul returned home to the 
family in January 2022, he moved into a 
General Management role in the nearby 
hospital in Carlisle looking after the 
Catering for Staff & Patients until he 
was cruelly taken. 

Paul leaves behind his wife Maria 
and grown up children Dominic & 
Bethany as well as his own siblings down 
in Yorkshire. Pauls funeral was held in 
Dumfries and the evidence was there 
when friends and acquaintances travelled 
from all over the UK and Cyprus to say 
farewell. Paul now rests with his memo-
rial stone at the side of Roucan Loch 
overlooking the tranquil waters with the 
rolling landscapes of Dumfriesshire.

The Last Post Diamond Jubilee for T&U 
Squads Junior Tradesmans 
Regiment Army Catering Corps 
May 1965 – December 1967
The 11th May 1965 is a very special 
date for a number of young men 
joining JTR ACC. For eight who 
were to become the T&U Squads 
who are now in touch with each 
other from the 15 who passed out.

So, to Celebrate our 60th 
Anniversary we met up in Aldershot 
for the weekend with our partners 
as you can imagine after plenty of 
back slapping and numerous drinks 
with food we enjoy our first night 
together.

After a hearty breakfast we trav-
elled down to Worthy Down to look 
around the Royal Logistic Corps 
Museum. We all identified pieces of equipment that were around back in the 
day. Unfortunately, the Museum was not focusing on the ACC and as such there 
wasn’t as much ACC paraphernalia. However, it was good to talk to one of the 
volunteers {Brian O Neil} who was in Boys service as a junior tradesman whilst 
we were in Clayton Barracks.

Saturday evening after pre dinner drinks we visited a Gurkha Restaurant 
looking at the menu certainly stirred the memories of some of us who were lucky 
enough to have served with the Gurkhas.

Then on Sunday 11th May 2025, 60 years to the day we actually joined we 
went for a trip down memory lane down Queens Avenue remembering the num-
ber of times we had marched/walked to the church. Then past St Omer Barracks 
remarking on whilst we completed our apprenticeship, we had watched the Tower 
Block going up now of course it gone to be replaced with a new Barracks. On to 
the Old ACC Memorial Hall which is now a Gurkha Temple, then finally what’s 
left of Clayton Barracks where we had done our 2¾ years living, playing, working 
together in large 12-man rooms. Ah mostly good memories but the odd bad night 
when senior squad visited.

Finally, a visit to a much-changed Aldershot Town not too dissimilar to a lot 
of small towns now in England, very run down. 

Sunday evening, we went to a local pub for a meal and reminisced of our time 
as Apprentices and whatever’s happened to our missing 6 who passed out with us.

Those are Paul Glanville, Jim Fleming, Algie Phillips, Tim Hunt, Albert 
Mossop & Alan Norton. If anyone out there has idea of their whereabouts please 

get in touch.
Back then to the Hotel for a glass 

of bubbly and farewells in the morning 
before we all set off to our homes in dif-
ferent corners of the UK.

To conclude by presenting a descrip-
tive term of a Diamond Anniversary:

A term associated with the enduring 
strength and durability and symbolising a 
deep bond that lasted six decades.

I would like to think this sums up most 
of the attributes of these 8 Apprentices 
from T&U. 

They were: Rear Row: L-R Dave Butterill, Robin Giles Paul 
Glanville, Pete Marsh {RIP] Jim Fleming, Algie Phillips, Pete 
Covus. Middle Row: Brian Pyle, Tim Hunt, Jeff Moston, 
Albert Mossop, Phil Stevens, Alan Norton. Front Row: Geoff 
Gill, Lt Dickie Bird, Cpl Pete Easterbrook, John Jagger

Back Row: Dave Butterill, Robin Giles, Jeff Moston, 
John Jagger.Front Row: Brian Pyle. Pete Covus, 
Geoff Gill, Phil Stevens
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The Riders
Yep, me again, Nick Storer doing my bit for the Riders group and keeping the 
world up to date on ACC/RLC chef biker info. 
Wow, yep, its 2025 already which means 
many bikers are if not already sorted out 
will be getting ready for a new season on 
two wheels, time flies. Over the winter 
many will have put a SORN on their 
choice of ride, put them under cover and 
protected for the winter. Winter always 
dodgy time on bikes, wet cold and greasy 
roads, fallen leaves that turn bends into 
what feels like riding on glass. Most 
bikes for this period were deep cleaned 
and protected with various products and 
covers prior to parking up for the winter 
period. If anything like mine, they get 
parked up in December and then spend 
the winter on a trickle charger to keep 
the batteries at a constant maintenance 
charge to protect them. With winter 
riding also comes the joys of having to 
dress up like Nanook of the north to 
keep warm and dry doesn’t help.

Now winter has gone, spring is upon 
us and that means bike time! New sea-
son, bikes uncovered and cleaned, tyres 
and pressures checked, battery levels 
charge checked, fuel topped up. That’s 
the easy part, now the bad part, the gear, 
does it still fit? If it’s good to go a fit as it 
should then winner, if not out comes the 
cards and cash for new. Some will ride 
in textiles, some of us in jeans, and for-
tunately due to shape, age and size none 
of us lot are dressed as power rangers in 

the one-piece race suits, defo not a good 
look for some of us as said with shape 
an age! I think that we are of that age 
where fashion and style really doesn’t 
matter anymore, it’s more about com-
fort over style. Many of us will be out 
wearing Cops waistcoats over the jack-
ets flying the corps colours, others flying 
club colours. Helmets checked for dates, 
yes, they have a shelf life, visors cleaned, 
new ear plugs, now all thats done let’s 
get it on, routes planned of places to visit 
and time to put our rusty skills to test. 
As said before in previous articles over 
the years, some are used for work, some 
for daily rides some for once a month, 
doesn’t matter its bike time. As it’s still 
a tad chilly as its spring, out came the 
mid-winter gear, that means extra thick 
padding and textile clothes, and for me 
heated gloves. As normal I looked like 
the Michelin man, not flattering but to 
be honest never done the image thing 
so don’t really care, the most important 
thing is I was warm. Many bikers know 
where I am coming from.

When planning routes theres a say-
ing – teach a man to fish and he will feed 
for a day. Give him a motorbike and he 
will ride 200 miles for fish and chips, 
and trust me some of us do that, 200-
mile round trip for chips and maybe 
push the boat out and have an ice cream. 

For many who know me that is a normal 
ride for me on a day out and yes with 
food.

For some of us the first few rides 
are the worst – let me briefly explain. It 
takes time to get used to being on the 
two wheeled machines, getting the bal-
ance back and more to the point getting 
back into the abilities we used to have 
not what some dream of. This is the hard 
one as we often think we are as good as 
we were last year and we aint! We need 
to learn once again not to out ride our 
guardian angel.

Other issue when coming back is 
remembering that there are many in 
those four wheeled things called cars 
and vans that haven’t seen bikes for a 
while and or drivers are on their mobile 
phones thinking 
the world owes 
them a favour, 
yes, a rant but 
justified. Theres 
an old saying that 
goes “think once, 
think twice think 
bike”, not “Where the hell did that bike 
come from”, answer is easy, I was there 
all the time you weren’t looking! Let’s 
be honest if you can not see this in your 
mirror you have a problem as I have my 
own post code.

Yes, some riders are idiots, but not 
all. It’s always better to have a bike in 

Me in your mirror on my moped
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front of you than behind you, many will 
try anything to get past you and even-
tually will no matter what or how, some 
of us are more patient, but please think 
of how safe we can make it for all, oh 
and yes filtering in slow moving traffic 
is allowed by law and is legal. Please be 
kind and edge over a bit and let us past, 
it is appreciated by many of us, so thank 
you in advance.

Biking for many is a way of life, 
something we have done since school 
age, for others a pastime and the joy 
of casual riding. Many of us are now 
at that stage where we ride just for 
fun. Some of the clan ride in a variety 
of clubs, to name a few we have Chris 
Reay “the Prof ” riding with the Armed 
Forces Bikers club, Andy Main and Paul 
cheater out with the Black Mafia, others 
with bigger clubs, others who just prefer 
to ride solo or not part of any organ-
ization. We are not prejudice to what 
people ride, Scooters, sports, adventure, 
cruiser as all bikes are welcome. Our 

Facebook page has grown, year on year 
we get more interest to the ACC/RLC 
rider’s page and look forward to more 
bikers joining.

Events planned for the year so far, as 
always, we have our October pilgrimage 
to the National Arboretum for RTTW, 
which as always stated this is open to 
all and not just those on bikes. July, we 
have the Aberdare Road racers, this is a 
banging day out, where you get a chance 
to get within 5 meters of the track. 
May, of course and without a doubt this 
event is the cream of motorcycle racing 
which is the Isle of man TT. Imagine 

riding a motorcycle flat out on A roads 
from London to Liverpool, well that’s 
the TT. The Southern 100 and British 
super bikes races are others to name a 
few. Then for some there are planned 
rides abroad for remembrance trips to 
visit WW1 such as Ypres, The Somme 
or WW2 events such as D-Day at 
Arromanches-les-Bains or the War 
cemeteries again to remember our own 
and others never forgotten and never to 
return. Others likely to ride for holidays 
or weekends away. 

Many here will have done this ride, 
North Coast 500 (NC500) is a 516-mile 
scenic route that circles the northern 
coast of Scotland. The route starts and 
ends in Inverness, the capital of the 
Scottish Highland. I personally have yet 
to have the privilege of doing this so it’s 
on the agenda or should I say bucket list. 
Heres hoping this year. Whatever the 
ride it’s an adventure so enjoy. 

Thank you for taking the time to read 
this little article. Drive safe and ride safe!

ANZAC Day 2025
By Chip Walker
Today, Tommy Onions and I did our best to 
represent the Airborne Chefs Association 
(and the wider ACC and RLC communities), 
Airborne Forces and our friends in Australia and 
New Zealand at the 2025 (110th anniversary of 
Gallipoli) Anzac Day parade in Weymouth. 

Antony Fred King was kind enough to fund a 
memorial wreath from the ACA for the event. This 
was laid with utmost dignity and honour at the 
Anzac Memorial on the Weymouth seafront.

The town particularly has a deep connection 
with the Anzacs, in that the large hotel opposite 
the memorial on the sea front was the RNZ 
Army Hospital during WW1 and along the coast, 
the Australians were camped in their thousands. 
British casualties of Gallipoli were also brought to 
Weymouth as the town had a second hospital for 
British casualties. 

We shall not forget.

Tommy Onions lays the 
wreath.

Tommy Onions chats to 
a fellow South Atlantic 
Medal holder

Chip Walker presents 
the portrait to Lt Katie 

Scicluna RAN.

Also at the parade, we presented the Australian 
forces representative, Lt Katie Scicluna with a 
limited edition print of an Anzac soldier of WW1. 
The signed print is from an original drawn by our 
own artist, Chip Walker.
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Flying the Flag Low flying spitfire fly past

Waving the flag

Fly past with Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey)

Battle Prom 2025

Enjoying the entertainment
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The Officers’ Club at Battle Proms
Highclere Castle on Saturday 2 August 2025
On Saturday 2 August 2025, members of the Army 
Catering Corps Officers Club, gathered in fine 
style at Highclere Castle for the annual Battle 
Proms Picnic Concert. This quintessentially British 
event, held in the stunning grounds of the iconic 
Highclere estate, offered the perfect backdrop for a 
memorable evening of camaraderie, celebration, and 
reflection.

Blessed with excellent weather, attendees enjoyed 
a relaxed afternoon picnic, prior to the commence-
ment of the evening’s entertainment. The Battle 
Proms – now firmly established as a highlight of the 
summer calendar – once again delivered a spectacular 
programme. Highlights included a moving display 
by the British Army’s own cavalry re-enactors,  
a thrilling display by the Royal Artillery’s vintage 
field guns in a dramatic ‘Symphony of Fire’, and a 
full orchestral performance of classical favourites by 
the New English Concert Orchestra.

Of particular note was the warm welcome 
extended to the Club members by the staff and 
indeed by members of the public who attended 
the event; the Officers Club tent was next to the 
SSAFA tent and as such attracted many comments 
of support from the general public. The gathering 
also provided an excellent opportunity for former 
colleagues to reconnect and for newer members of 
the Club to engage with their heritage in a setting 
that was both inspiring and fitting.

There were 35 attendees and a special mention 
to Brian and Jan Kay who travelled from Australia 
to attend – Brian was an ex-ACC soldier who 

transferred to the Australian Army Catering Corps 
and achieved the rank of Lt Col and filled many 
appointments including DAACC. Also attending 
was Colin and Jan MacDonald who were guest 
of the club to thank Colin for his support to the 
Association – Colin for many years filled the web-
master and IT role on the executive committee and 
who has led many IT initiatives that the RLC has 
adopted. 

As dusk fell and the orchestra struck up Elgar, 
Parry, and Tchaikovsky, complete with fireworks and 
flag-waving aplomb, the sense of pride and shared 
identity among Club attendees was unmistakable. 
The evening closed with a rendition of “Land of 
Hope and Glory”, sung with full voice by all present, 
reinforcing the deep bonds of service and national 
pride that unite us.

Grateful thanks to the committee for organising 
the event and especially to the Club President Col 
Nick Barsby whose idea it was to attend this event. 
The event proved to be a very successful venue for the 
club, the location of the club tent afforded views of 
all activities with the service and food being of very 
good quality – amazing really as they had to support 
so many Prom attendees. As Secretary I have thanked 
the staff and organisers of the Battle Proms for another 
professionally delivered and impeccably staged event.

We look forward to seeing even more members 
of the Corps at future events, as we continue to hon-
our the proud traditions of Army catering and its 
enduring contribution to operational effectiveness 
and morale across the Army.

Prom fireworks

Prom audience

Picnic time
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Royal Logistic Corps Charity
The Royal Logistic Corps (RLC) Charity 
continues to deliver welfare support 
to serving and veteran members of the 
Corps and their families. In 2025, the 

Charity focused on providing financial assistance, mental 
health support, and community engagement programmes. 
This year saw a steady increase in welfare applications, 
reflecting ongoing cost-of-living pressures and the evolving 
needs of both serving personnel and veterans.

Through a combination of direct grants, partnerships, and 
welfare outreach, the RLC Charity has provided essential 
assistance to over 1,200 beneficiaries across the UK and 
overseas.

Welfare and Support Overview
Over the past year, significant progress has been made in 
delivering welfare and support to serving soldiers, veterans, and 
their families across the RLC community. A total of £485,000 
was awarded in welfare grants, providing crucial assistance to 
individuals and families facing hardship. This included support 
for 312 urgent cases, covering essential needs such as housing, 
medical expenses, and basic living costs. Close collaboration 
with the Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) and SSAFA ensured 
that additional financial and practical support could be 
coordinated efficiently for those most in need.

Support for veterans and families remained a key 
priority throughout the year. Assistance was provided to 
157 veterans transitioning into civilian life, helping them 

navigate employment, housing, and personal challenges. The 
Corps also maintained contact with widows and dependants, 
offering regular communication and small hardship 
grants where required. The continued expansion of the 
RLC Families Network further strengthened community 
connections, providing online support, welfare signposting, 
and opportunities for engagement.

Conclusion
The RLC Charity remains steadfast in its commitment 
to care for the welfare of the Royal Logistic Corps family 
(including the Forming Corps). The continued generosity of 
donors and the dedication of volunteers and staff ensure that 
those who have served  – and their families  – receive the 
support they deserve.

If you served in the Army Catering Corps (ACC) 
and are experiencing financial hardship or simply need a 
helping hand, please remember that the RLC Charity is 
here to support you. After serving as ACC Association 
Secretary for three years, it is clear that not many past 
ACC members apply for the assistance available to them. To 
that end, if you require support, please contact your nearest 
SSAFA organisation, which acts as the gateway to the RLC 
Charity’s welfare services.

As we move into 2026, the Charity will continue to build 
upon this year’s achievements, focusing on sustainability, 
outreach, and ensuring no member of the RLC or ACC 
community faces hardship alone.

Download the new RLC app EDITORS NOTES
The RLC App is free to download and 
register. The aim of the application 
(App) is to provide another avenue of 
information to you as serving soldiers 
and or veterans. The App is not just for 
the RLC – it is also for the Forming Corps 
and Trade groups – when registering ensure 
that you highlight ACC in the groups that 
you want to belong to – you may join as 
many groups as you want.

About the ACC group – I will aim to 
include information of coming events 
and news of past events – it also links 
to our very own website. It will provide 
another link to what’s going on alongside 
the emails I send, the Flaming Cauldron 
Magazine and Facebook.

TO ACC Association Members / Ex ACC 
soldiers – I encourage you to join. It will 
getter better as more join and we (the 
Association) use it to maximum effect.

You can now download the RLC App for 
free and register. You will need the one–
time access code SUSTAIN.
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